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Foreword

The Government and the people of Kenya, 

the European Union and its member states 

have enjoyed good relations over a number 

of decades. We appreciate particularly the 

quality support we receive in form of grant 

funding from the EU, which has ensured that 

investments made through this funding will 

not leave our future generations with a debt 

burden.

Apart from a significant amount of direct 

monetary support provided by the EU and 

its member states, the European Union 

has been, and remains our most important 

trading partner. Several sectors of our 

economy, particularly tourism and agriculture 

rely heavily on Europe for markets for our 

products and produce.  

Our relationship with the EU extends beyond 

our borders. The East African Community 

has benefitted immensely from support to 

the strengthening of regional institutions 

including, amongst others, the EAC secretariat, 

COMESA and IGAD. The EU and member 

states have actively supported initiatives to 

reduce regional conflicts, opened regional 

trade corridors to spur trade and economic 

growth. Development Assistance from the 

EU and its member states invested in cross-

border collaborative research in agriculture 

and environmental conservation, development 

and domestication of standards, eradication 

of diseases has been immensely beneficial to 

local enterprises and communities.

Over the last ten years Kenya has become less 

aid dependent and more reliant on internally 

generated resources. Development Assistance 

is however still necessary if we are to overcome 

a significant number of challenges, primarily 

but not limited to upgrading our infrastructure 

to cope with the demands of an expanding 

economy, supporting environmental 

conservation, assistance with the roll-out of 

the devolution process and continued support 

to regional stability.

The 2014 Blue Book provides a snapshot 

of the benefits of our cooperation with the 

EU and its member states, details of which 

are often lost to the general public. For this 

quality support we receive from the EU, let 

me on behalf of the Government and the 

people of Kenya appreciate the support that 

we have received so far, and look forward to a 

continued strengthening of our socio-cultural 

and economic cooperation.

Henry Rotich
Cabinet Secretary, The National Treasury - 
KENYA
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The European Union (EU), including its 28 

Member States, is the biggest donor of official 

development aid worldwide. In the year of the 

Jubilee and fifty years into our partnership 

with Kenya, we in Europe are the largest 

contributor of development assistance to the 

country, providing more than Ksh70 billion 

annually. 

Kenya is home to a burgeoning economy, 

stable democracy and dynamic people. As a 

leading regional hub, Kenya has strong trade 

and business links with Europe. The 2014 

Africa-Europe summit, attended by more than 

60 Heads of State and Government, signalled 

the strength of the relationship between our 

governments and peoples.

In partnership with the government of 

the Republic of Kenya, the EU is changing 

Kenyan lives, spreading sustainable prosperity 

and building good governance. Through 

joint programming with its member states 

European development aid goes towards the 

health of new-born babies and their mothers; 

devolution and access to justice; roads and 

energy infrastructure; access to affordable 

food and clean water; the urban poor and 

those living in Kenya’s most arid regions.

Alongside development funding, it recognises 

a growing role for the private sector, trade and 

investment. European companies lead the way 

in investing in Kenya, generating thousands 

of jobs and are in the list of top corporate tax 

payers in Kenya.

Blending aid grants with development loans is 

an increasing feature of how Europe is helping 

support the larger development projects that 

Kenya needs. The European Investment Bank 

(EIB), the African Development Bank (AfDB) 

and the German Development Bank (KfW) 

provide long-term development loans, at 

generous rates, to meet Kenya’s growing aid 

requirements. Whether it is improving more 

than 400 km of the Northern Corridor or 

investing in the Lake Turkana Wind Power 

project, Europe is supporting large-scale 

infrastructure projects that will benefit the 

nation and the region.

Development assistance is only one pillar 

of Europe’s comprehensive partnership 

with Kenya and the Kenyan government. As 

the largest supporter of the peace process 

in Somalia, including financial support 

to the African Union Mission in Somalia 

(AMISOM), the EU is demonstrating its 

commitment to regional stability. Moreover, 

Europe firmly believes in African solutions 

to Africa’s problems by providing core 

institutional funding to the African Union 

and the Intergovernmental Authority on 

Development (IGAD).

The regional office of the EU’s Humanitarian 

Aid and Civil Protection agency ECHO is 

headquartered in Nairobi. Together with 

humanitarian aid organisations of the 

member states, it provides emergency relief 

while also seeking to tackle the underlying 

causes of malnutrition, famine and refugee 

issues in Kenya and the wider region.

Above all, Europeans have invested in a 

relationship with the people of Kenya, a close 

cultural and social relationship that will last 

for many decades to come.

Lodewijk Briet
EU Ambassador to the Republic of Kenya
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ACP African Caribbean Pacific

AECID
Agency for International 
Development Cooperation

AfDF African Development Fund

AFD
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CIDA
Canadian International 
Development Agency
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Jurists
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Integrated Public 
Complaints Referral 
Mechanism

JAS Joint Assistance Strategy

JP Joint Programming

KARI
Kenya Agricultural Research 
Institute

KenGen
Kenya Electricity Generating 
Company Limited

KeNHA
Kenya National Highways 
Authority

KEPSA
Kenya Private Sector 
Alliance

KeRRA
Kenya Rural Roads 
Authority

KFS Kenya Forest Service

KfW
Kreditanstalt fur 
Wideraufbau (German 
Development Bank)

KJAS
Kenya Joint Assistance 
Strategy 2007

KLRC
Kenya Law Reform 
Commission

KNCHR
Kenya National Commission 
on Human Rights

KRDP
Kenya Rural Development 
Programme

KTDA
Kenya Tea Development 
Authority

LATF
Local Authority Transfer 
Fund

LDCs Least Developed Countries

MDGs
Millennium Development 
Goals

MOWASCO
Mombasa Water Supply and 
Sanitation Company

MPD
Ministry of Planning and 
Devolution

MTP1
Government of Kenya 
Medium-Term Plan 2007-
2012

MTP2
Government of Kenya 
Medium-Term Plan 2013-
2017

NACCSC
National Anti-Corruption 
Campaign Steering 
Committee

NALEAP
National Legal Aid 
Awareness Programme

NAO National Authorising Officer

NAWASSCO
Nakuru Water and 
Sanitation Services 
Company Limited 

NCIC
National Cohesion and 
Integration Commission

NCWSC
Nairobi City Water and 
Sewerage Company

NGOs
Non-Governmental 
Organisations

NSAs Non-State Actors

ODA
Official Development 
Assistance

OECD
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development

PMFU
Programme Management 
Facilitation Unit

PPP Public Private Partnership

PRSP
Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper

SACDEP
Sustainable Agriculture 
Community Development 
Programme

SMEs
Small and medium-sized 
enterprises

SUN Scaling up Nutrition

TI-Kenya
Transparency International 
Kenya

UK United Kingdom

UN United Nations

UNDP
United Nations 
Development Programme

UNEP
United Nations Environment 
Programme

UN-Habitat
United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme

UNICEF
United Nations Children’s 
Fund

USA United States of America

USAID
United States Agency for 
International Development

WB World Bank

WSTF Water Services Trust Fund

WTO World Trade Organisation

WWF World Wide Fund for Nature
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About this Book

The ‘Blue Book’ is the annual report on development cooperation 

between the EU and Kenya. This report gives an overview of the 

official development assistance from the EU and its Member States 

to support Kenya in its efforts to achieve its development objectives 

throughout 2013 and also looks forward to 2014. It also provides a 

deeper understanding of the EU itself.

The Government of Kenya (GoK) and the EU have enjoyed a long-

standing partnership for close to fifty years. Some Member States 

had forged ties with Kenya dating back to its independence in 1963, 

although the first formal link between the EU and Kenya was in 1968 

at Arusha when the East African Community (EAC) signed the Arusha 

Convention establishing trade relations between the then three EAC 

partner states (Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda) and the then European 

Community.

At the start of the EU-Kenya Partnership, the main emphasis was on 

providing technical and financial aid to rural development and food 

production, development of hydro-electric power, development of 

feeder roads as well as training and development of technical education 

facilities. Today, thanks to the provision of duty free, quota free access 

into the EU market for goods originating from Kenya, trade is now the 

centrepiece of EU-Kenya relations.

As a major source of development assistance to Kenya, the EU has 

been supportive of reform and poverty reduction policies, contributing 

to initiatives in the field of good governance, democratisation and 

human rights. The EU and the Government of Kenya are partners in 

championing growth for prosperity.

This report contains general information about the EU, EU-Kenya 

relations and EU cooperation policy focusing on the changing nature 

of our partnership. It presents an overview of EU-Kenya development 

cooperation including important facts and figures and highlights a 

number of stories that show how EU cooperation in Kenya is making 

a difference in people’s lives every day. Some of the key projects 

covered are in the areas of agriculture, water and natural resources, 

rural and urban development, energy, infrastructure and environmental 

protection to mention a few.

To set the framework, we will first provide a brief explanation on how 

the EU works internally, as a global actor and as partner of Kenya. We 

will moreover spotlight EU cooperation policy in general.

vi
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A Global Actor

The EU is a unique economic and political 

partnership between 28 democratic 

European countries that are working together 

to improve the lives of their citizens. It has 

delivered half a century of peace, stability 

and prosperity, helped raise living standards, 

and is progressively building a single Europe-

wide market in which people, goods, services 

and capital move among Member States as 

freely as within a country.

The EU at a glance

With more than 500 million inhabitants, which 
account for one quarter of the world’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) and one fifth of 
worldwide trade, the EU is a global player. It 
is now the largest economy and the largest 
exporter and importer of goods and services 
in the world. Assuming a commensurate 
role in global governance – current 
economic challenges and fiscal austerity 
notwithstanding – the EU actively promotes 
human rights and democracy, and contributes 
to finding solutions for the 21st century’s 
global challenges.
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Member States. Development cooperation 

and humanitarian assistance are important 

elements of this work. As determined by the 

CFSP, the primary objectives of the EEAS 

include preserving peace and strengthening 

international security in accordance with 

the principles of the United Nations Charter, 

promoting international cooperation, and 

developing and consolidating democracy, 

the rule of law and respect for human rights.

EU Cooperation Policy
Due to its supranational nature, its global 

field presence and its wide-ranging expertise 

in mobilising long-term and predictable 

development cooperation partnerships, the 

EU has become an important global actor. 

Together, the EU, the EU institutions and the 

Member States, account for around 60% of 

all global official development assistance 

(ODA) according to the Organisation for 

Economic Co-operation and Development’s 

(OECD) Development Assistance Committee 

(DAC). ODA provided by the EU amounted 

to €53.5 billion in 2011, and the EU and the 

EU Member States combined constitute the 

world’s largest single donor in the struggle 

against poverty. This massive European 

commitment to development spans the 

globe, extending to more than 160 countries 

ranging from the EU’s neighbours, to Africa, 

Asia, Latin America and the Middle East.

In addition to regular development aid, 

the EU is a leading donor of emergency 

and humanitarian aid. For over 20 years, 

the Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 

agency (ECHO) has provided €14 billion in 

humanitarian assistance to victims of conflict 

and disasters in 140 countries. ECHO also 

funds an array of initiatives worldwide to help 

The EU at a glance
As a global player, the EU has developed a 

differentiated and multi-layered foreign policy, 

using a variety of tools that range from political 

and security instruments to development 

cooperation. More than twenty years ago, EU 

Member States agreed to create a Common 

Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP). This 

enables the EU to speak and act as one in 

world affairs. In an international and globalised 

world, the 28 countries that make up the EU 

have greater weight and influence when they 

act together as the European Union, rather 

than as 28 individual nations.

The EU is therefore a key actor in international 

issues ranging from the promotion of peaceful 

progress across the world, to global climate 

change. The basis for the EU’s foreign policy 

remains ‘soft’ power: the use of diplomacy 

– backed where necessary by trade, aid and 

peacekeepers – to reduce poverty, resolve 

conflicts, and bring about international 

understanding.

To make the EU’s external action more 

coherent and efficient, the EU and its Member 

States created the European External Action 

Service (EEAS) in January 2011. This service 

works in cooperation with the European 

Commission and the diplomatic services of 

the Member States to strengthen the EU’s role 

in the world. The EEAS is the EU’s diplomatic 

corps. It supports the EU foreign affairs chief 

– High Representative for Foreign Affairs 

and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton – in 

conducting the common foreign and security 

policy.

Through a global network of more than 140 

Delegations, which is linked to the EEAS, 

the EU carries out its political, diplomatic 

and policy work and provides support to 
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local communities prepare for disaster such as 

preparedness training, early warning systems 

and anti-flood devices. From 2014, the EU will 

have voluntary humanitarian aid personnel in 

action around the world. Fully trained before 

deployment, these volunteers will support the 

development of local capacities and provide 

the skills needed in any particular emergency.

Development cooperation is a task 

that is shared between the EU and its 

Member States. To maximise the impact 

of its cooperation commitment, the EU 

is determined to find new partnership 

approaches that respond to changing needs, 

capacities, and commitments around the 

world. Since 2000, and the extraordinary 

pledge of 189 nations to free the world’s 

people from extreme poverty, the EU – with 

global as well as Member State partners – has 

constantly been striving for progress in the 

fight against poverty, and towards achieving 

the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

This global effort has eight primary 

objectives which address poverty reduction, 

universal primary education, gender equality, 

child mortality, maternal health, HIV/

AIDS and other communicable diseases, 

as well as environmental sustainability – 

while establishing and nurturing a global 

partnership for development.

The primary and overarching objective of 

EU development policies is therefore the 

eradication of poverty through sustainable 

development. Moreover, EU development 

assistance, combined with equal partnerships 

and dialogue, promotes peace, democracy, 

good governance, gender equality, the rule of 

law, solidarity, justice and respect for human 

rights.

A key strategic element of EU cooperation 

policy is the optimal use of development 

assistance. The EU considers effectively 

directed development assistance as crucial 

to achieving the MDGs and building the 

capacity for long-term sustainable growth. 

In order to improve aid effectiveness in all 

its programmes, so as to have the maximum 

impact on the people and the communities it 

supports, the EU takes a strategic approach.

Agenda for Change

This strategic approach is based on the Paris 

Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, which was 

signed in 2005 by the EU and many other 

nations and international organisations. The 

five principles of the Declaration are ownership, 

alignment, harmonisation, management by 

results, and mutual responsibility. The 2012 

1946
Winston 
Churchill calls 
for a “kind of 
United States of 
Europe”

1950
On 9 May, French
Foreign Minister
Robert Schuman
proposes to pool
coal and steel
production as
“first concrete
foundation of
a European
federation”.

1951
Belgium, France,
Germany, Italy,
Luxembourg,
Netherlands,
called “the
Six”, form the
European
Coal and Steel
Community

1958
The Six
establish the
European
Economic
Community
that will later
become the
European
Union

1973
Denmark,
Ireland
and UK
join

1981
Greece
joins

1986
Spain
and
Portugal
join

1993
Name changed to
European Union

Common Foreign
and Security
Policy becomes
one of three 
pillars
constituting the
European Union

EU
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2013
Croatia 
Joins

1995
Austria,
Finland,
Sweden join

Schengen
Agreement
takes effect

1998
Euro
introduced in
11 countries

2004
Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Malta,
Poland, Slovakia
and Slovenia join

2007
Bulgaria.
Romania
join

2009
Treaty of Lisbon
introduces a High
Representative for
Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy and
a European External
Action Service to
streamline external
action

2010
Comprehensive
Climate Change
agreement signed
Renewed EU
action plan for
MDGs

2012
The EU receives
a Nobel Peace
Prize

‘Agenda for Change’ updates the EU’s external 

and development policies to adapt to the 

challenges of a rapidly changing world. 

One pillar of this modernised agenda rests 

on promoting human rights, democracy and 

good governance; the other is founded on 

promoting sustainable and inclusive growth. 

Future EU aid spending will target countries 

that are in need of external support, and where 

EU support can really make a difference, 

including fragile states.

Improved coordination with and between EU 

Member States in order to avoid duplication 

and ensure greater coherence and impact 

is another important feature of the new 

policy. This is in line with EU’s objective 

to ‘streamline’ aid and provide a sharper 

focus, simpler procedures, and enhanced 

cooperation. Sectors with a high impact on 

poverty reduction such as governance, social 

protection, health, education, employment, 

agriculture and energy are prioritised, and in 

the future, bilateral aid to countries will go to 

no more than three sectors. Innovative tools 

such as the blending of grants and loans, and 

the inclusion of the private sector, are also part 

of the updated policy.

Cooperation will take different forms for 

countries that are already experiencing 

sustained growth, or which have sufficient 

resources of their own. Some countries – 

notably those who are now donors in their 

own right – will receive less or no aid, and will 

be offered alternative forms of cooperation. 

This new approach means that the EU is 

better placed to promote and defend its 

core values and stand by its international 

commitments to its neighbours, particularly 

those on a path to joining the EU and those 

undergoing transition, as well as the poorest 

and most vulnerable globally.

As the world’s largest aid donor, through 

Agenda for Change, the EU aims to maintain 

the level of its support while ensuring more 

efficient use of the aid that it gives. This is 

most effectively accomplished by working 

in equal partnership with national and local 

governments and with communities, civil 

society organisations and other donors 

on issues of shared concern. Vitally, all 

parties must be determined to ensure that 

the partnership makes a real and lasting 

difference.

MDGs
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In 1976, when Kenya became the first country 

to sign a National Indicative Programme for 

cooperation with the European Community 

under the first Lomé Convention, a partnership 

was established that was destined to last.

Today, the European Union remains a 

steady and significant supporter of Kenya’s 

economic and social development, and a 

major partner in the country’s integration into 

the global marketplace. The entry into force 

of the Cotonou Agreement on 1 April 2003 

provides a framework for the continuation of 

this partnership.

The Cotonou Agreement emphasises the 

need for a comprehensive approach to 

sustainable development, including trade and 

political dialogue, also bringing non-state 

actors into the process. It is in this context 

that the Government of Kenya (GoK) and the 

EU are engaged in regular political dialogue 

covering areas such as economic reform, 

constitutional developments, human rights 

and regional affairs.

The challenges facing Kenya are to achieve 

sustainable economic growth and to reduce 

levels of poverty. The new Government’s 

programme to address these challenges 

is spelt out in Kenya’s Vision 2030 and its 

Medium Term Plans.

The European Union aims to support the 

GoK’s efforts by focusing future assistance 

on two key sectors, which can have a 

significant impact on growth and poverty, 

rural development and transport. In addition, 

the EU provides support to help finance the 

maintenance of key public services.

Basic facts about our partner 
Kenya in 2013

Population: 

42 million
Surface area: 

580,000 sq km
Urban population: 

22%
Current GDP: 

25 billion euros
GDP per capita: 

611.0 euros
Life expectancy at birth: 

63 years
Literacy: 

85% of total population

Languages: 

English and Kiswahili 

(official), numerous indigenous languages

Source: Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (2013)

Kenya’s strategic economic position within 

East Africa and its leading role in efforts to 

prevent conflicts in the region mean that 

positive developments in Kenya also benefits 

its neighbours.

Kenya and the EU
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Disbursements from the EU and Member States totalled €900 million in 2013 with 93% going to 

infrastructure, the environment, water and sanitation and financial services. An estimated 384 

projects/programmes were executed in 2013 by the EU and Member States. A third of this aid is 

implemented through the GoK with 15% disbursed through GoK channels.

Overview of EU-Kenya Development Cooperation in 2013

Aid distributed by Development Partners in 2013 in Euros

UK, France and Germany are the largest European bilateral donors to Kenya. The joint weight 

of the EU institutions - European Union Delegation (EUD), European Investment Bank (EIB) and 

ECHO - is also considerable at €205 million with the largest amount coming from long-term 

loans from the EIB (€101 million).

Looking towards 2014 the EU and its member states are working towards improved aid 

effectiveness through a more focussed and collaborative approach to the programming of EU 

development assistance. Benefits of this process expected to accrue to the EU Development 

Partners (DPs) and GoK are better collaboration and improved division of labour, improved 

cohesion as an EU Group in its dialogue with the GoK.

Overall a reduction in aid fragmentation and potentially reduction in transaction and administrative 

costs will be achieved. Through this process the EU and its member states in Kenya are working 

towards greater alignment with the Kenyan development planning process of the Medium Term 

Plans (MTP) of Vision 2030 and joint EU strategies resulting from the Joint Programming process 

are expected to make a substantive contribution to this process.

6%
2%

20%

9%

1%
4%

8%
22%

12%

2%

14% Denmark
Finland

France
Germany
Italy
Netherlands
Sweden
UK
EUD
ECHO
EIB
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This chapter of the Blue Book highlights some of 
the programmes and projects that constitute the 
strategic support that the EU and its Member 
States provided to Kenya in 2013 with emphasis 
on testimonials from people who benefited 
from these projects. EU-Kenya development 
partnerships and collaborations are varied and 
wide-ranging, but may be grouped into 10 main 
areas:

•	 Infrastructure/Transport
•	 Energy
•	 Environmental Conservation, Water and 

Sanitation
•	 Health
•	 Ending Drought
•	 Agriculture and Rural Development
•	 Governance, Justice, Law and Order
•	 Emergencies and Disaster Management
•	 Trade
•	 Education and Training
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Health
2013 Disbursements (in €)

Denmark 5,000,000
France 2,700,000
Germany 19,000,000
Italy 1,100,000
Netherlands 1,500,000
UK 42,600,000
EUD 710,000
ECHO 4,900,000
Total 77,510,000

Investing in people is central to the pursuit 

of sustainable development. The EU has 

been cognisant of the growing need to 

support Kenya’s social sector development 

programmes. Maternal and child healthcare 

support has been a centrepiece of the EU-

Kenya Partnership in the social sector for the 

last two decades. The EU is working closely 

with the Ministry of Health and key non-

governmental organisations (NGOs). The EU 

has implemented 19 mother and child health 

projects in the poorest parts of Kenya, with 

funding of Ksh1.7 billion (€14 million).

In Kajiado County alone, 200,000 mothers 

and children received information and advice 

on antenatal care, safe birthing procedures, 

and better feeding and hygiene practices for 

young babies, thanks to funding to the tune of 

Ksh150 million from the EU (€1.3 million)

This will help curb maternal deaths 

attributable to severe bleeding, infection and 

obstructed labour which contribute to 7 out 

of every 10 maternal deaths. Together, the EU 

and Kenya are determined to reduce maternal 

and child mortality by 2015 as set out in 

Millennium Development Goals number 4 and 

5 respectively.

The EU is encouraging sharing of information 

and experiences among the NGOs that 

are currently implementing maternal and 

child health projects. A seminar was held 

in November 2013 to share best practices 

among the NGOs and they were trained on 

management of EU funded projects and 

mainstreaming of gender and nutrition in all 

their interventions. Gender mainstreaming 

is important especially now that the Kenya 

Delegation is implementing the EU Plan of 

Action on Gender Equality and Women’s 

Empowerment in Development 2010-2015 

that was adopted by the European Council in 

June 2010.
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Scaling up Nutrition (SUN)

Malnutrition continues to be an issue of major 

concern especially in Arid and Semi arid 

Lands (ASALs). The EU Delegation as the 

current Donor Convenor for SUN in Kenya is 

scaling up nutrition initiatives in these areas 

through health related poverty reduction 

initiatives. The EU funded project dubbed 

“Ensuring nutritional wellbeing of deprived 

children and women in Kenya” is targeting 

eight counties and is being implemented by 

the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

in close involvement with the Division of 

Nutrition of the Ministry of Health, through a 

Joint Management Agreement. It is part of a 

global initiative that brings together national 

leaders, donor organisations and UN agencies 

on interventions to better address under-

nutrition. Kenya signed up to the initiative 

in November 2012. The EU Delegation is 

supporting this project with funding of €17.5 

million.

Mama na Mtoto II
Stepping up Efforts to Safe 
Motherhood and Child Health 
Care

Hamadi Chano, a Community Health Worker 

(CHW) in Kikoneni Community in Kwale 

County had never realised to what extent 

cultural practices and taboos regarding 

food were hurting children in his community. 

A training session by the Mama na Mtoto 

project on nutrition using the Positive 

Deviance Hearth model1 was an eye opener 

for him. “My fellow community members 

and I have been ignorant of child nutrition 

for good health. Our community has been 

influenced by cultural taboos and practices 

on consumption of some foods especially 

In Kanana 
village of Jitahidi 
Community 
Unit, Kikoneni 
location, male 
involvement 
in improved 
nutrition is 
encouraged.  
Men being the 
key decision 
makers in homes 
acquire a better 
understanding 
on the need for 
their spouses 
who are home 
makers to attend 
the sessions.

vegetables for children which as we have 

learnt is detrimental to the health of the 

child,” he says.

The EU funded Mama na Mtoto project 

(€900,000), seeks to promote child nutrition 

for children under five years by reducing 

the proportion of children in this age 

bracket suffering from moderate and severe 

malnutrition in Msambweni district. The 

project has adopted the Positive Deviance 

Hearth model to rehabilitate identified 

malnourished cases from the communities 

in Msambweni and also sustain their 

rehabilitation at home. 

A total of 321 CHWs or Community Health 

Committee (CHC) members were trained 

on nutrition and the PD Hearth concept 

between October and December 2013. Five 

PD Hearth sessions were conducted and 60 

malnourished children enrolled for nutrition 

promotion. Primary care givers accompanied 

the children daily and in addition to preparing 

1Positive Deviance Hearth model is a methodology for sustainably reducing malnutrition in young children using community wisdom.
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nutritious uji (porridge) and feeding the 

children, they received health messages daily. 

The programme was successful with 90% of 

the children registering significant weight 

gain.

“My child now is heavier. He was small but 

has added weight for the 14 days I have 

been here. I have learnt many things I did 

not know before, for example, that cassava 

leaves can be consumed. When I go back 

home, I will continue with the nutritious uji 

(porridge) feeding to my child.”

Mother Godo, a participant in one PD 

Hearth Nutrition Promotion Group held in 

October 2013.

A total of 321 CHWs and Community Health 

Committee (CHC) members were trained 

on nutrition and the PD Hearth concept 

between October and December 2013. Five 

PD Hearth sessions were conducted and 60 

malnourished children enrolled for nutrition 

promotion. Primary care givers accompanied 

the children daily and in addition to preparing 

nutritious uji (porridge) and feeding the 

children, they received health messages daily. 

The programme was successful with 90% of 

the children registering significant weight 

gain.

The programme which is implemented by 

the Department of Community Health at 

Aga Khan University, seeks to empower 

communities and civil society groups at 

village level to address the challenges of safe 

motherhood and childhood illnesses. It also 

seeks to increase demand for quality maternal, 

neonatal and child health, family planning, 

nutrition services and build capacity of the 

health care system to meet the demands and 

needs of the target population. The 4-year 

project is in its second year and has recorded 

some success. The proportion of women 

seeking ante natal care is up by 7% from the 

baseline while the percentage of deliveries 

conducted by skilled delivery attendants is 

up by 5%.

“…supplementary feeding programme is 

there to help the malnourished children 

for a defined period, but PD Hearth is 

now here to change health practices 

from negative to positive for sustainable 

improvement on nutrition status of 

children. MnM Project is tapping available 

resources, which is a sustainable 

approach….”  

Sub-County Nutritionist Officer 

Msambweni
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Pregnant woman 
receiving a pre-
natal check-up

Poor hygiene had been a big problem 

contributing greatly to cases of diarrhoea in 

children below five years in Majoreni, Kwale 

County. A survey showed that there were 

only 69 latrines serving 1,500 households 

in 18 villages. Households of CHWs were 

among those without latrines. An agreement 

was reached that each CHW/CHC member 

must have a latrine before educating other 

households on the importance of having 

one. This strategy worked and at the time of 

writing this report, a total of 147 new latrines 

had been constructed and were being used 

with 200 more under construction.

Reproductive Health Voucher 
Programme
Output-based Approach (OBA)

When Myra Akinyi gave birth, she had peace 

of mind unlike many of the women in her 

community. For just Ksh200 she purchased 

a voucher from the Reproductive Health 

Voucher Programme that enabled her to give 

birth in a hospital where good medical care 

was guaranteed. “If I didn’t have the voucher, 

I would have delivered at home. I would 

recommend the voucher to other women 

because it really helps. Delivery in hospital is 

good because you are quickly attended to 

in case of any complications/problems,” she 

says.

Ms Akinyi is just one of 300,000 women 

and girls who have benefited from the 

Reproductive Health Voucher Programme 

funded by the Federal Republic of Germany. 

It helps the underprivileged access affordable, 

high quality reproductive health care services 

by providing subsidised vouchers. The 

vouchers are currently available for pregnant 

women (safe motherhood), family planning 

and survivors of gender violence. While 

vouchers for the latter are free of charge, 

women contribute between Ksh100-200 (€1-

2) to receive one of the other vouchers.

The ‘safe motherhood voucher’ for instance 

entitles them to four pre-natal consultations, 

delivery including possible complications or 

caesarean section, referral to a higher level 

facility in case of complications and post-

natal care for mother and child for up to six 

weeks after giving birth. Costs for transport 
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Tharaka Health 
Centre

from the home to a certified hospital will 

soon be included in the voucher soon. Early 

identification of possible complications and 

improved referral systems helps to reduce 

the pregnancy risks for the targeted mothers 

and also stimulates positive health-seeking 

behaviour.

“The maternal mortality rate is extremely 

high in Kenya. (…) It is around 488 

deaths per 100,000 deliveries. That is 

unacceptable. The basic causes of death 

are lack of physical and financial access – 

people cannot afford maternity services. 

The third cause is social and cultural 

beliefs – a lot of people do not come to our 

facilities to deliver.”

Dr Shahnaz Kassam Sharif, Director of 

Public Health and Sanitation

The ten-year project was started in 2005 and is 

implemented in five counties - Kiambu, Nairobi 

(Viwandani and Korogocho), Kisumu, Kilifi and 

Kitui. Phase 1 and 2 received €17 million and 

€23.5 million is available for phase 3, which is 

ongoing.

In Kenya, pre-natal surveillance and skilled birth 

attendance coverage remains comparatively 

low. Maternal death rates rank among the 

highest in Africa and health services are 

not sought by the poorest in the population 

therefore creating enormous inequities in 

access. Further problems are caused by 

a strong tendency towards gender-based 

violence – an underreported phenomenon 

with few victims receiving adequate 

treatment.

Being a demand-side financing mechanism, 

vouchers give purchasing power to 

consumers which in turn stimulates service 

providers to raise both the quality and 

quantity of their services. This approach 

helps to strengthen the overall health system 

and prepare the Kenyan health sector for the 

introduction of a comprehensive national 

insurance system in the long run.

Public Private Partnership in 
the Health Sector

Funded by the Italian Development 

Cooperation Office, this initiative aims at 

improving the health sector in Kenya with 

a focus on two key sectors of intervention. 
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Mother and 
daughter, Njoro 
Health Centre, 
Nakuru.

First, formulation of public-private 

partnership health policies (PPPH) aimed 

at increasing the financial accessibility to a 

broader number of people and providing, 

both in public and private sector, the same 

high quality of service. Second, improvement 

of health care services, public and private, in 

two regions (Eastern and Nyanza regions) 

in terms of service delivery, equipment, 

rehabilitation, training and PPP policies 

implementation.

“We appreciate the support of the Italian 

Development Cooperation in the Health 

Sector and their continuous presence in 

our area (Eastern region).”

Dr William Mutwiri Muraa, Minister of 

Health, Meru County Government

To date, the project has financed the 

rehabilitation of several district hospitals 

and medical schools, the organisation of 

vocational training activities for the medical 

personnel and provision of educational 

equipments to the schools. During 2013, the 

activities for the Tharaka Hospital and the 

Nyambene Hospital were completed, and the 

hospitals were equipped. The rehabilitation 

of Ahero Hospital is complete and provision 

of equipment is ongoing. The project has 

been running since 2008 and will end in 

2014. With a €5 million budget this project 

has benefited 6 million people.

Health Sector Programme Support III
Danish support to the Kenyan health sector 

seeks to improve the equitable access to, 

and provision of quality health care by the 

health sector in Kenya, with special focus on 

reducing maternal mortality, child mortality 

and promoting sexual and reproductive 

health and rights.

Specifically, Danida’s short and medium term 

goals within the Kenyan health sector are to:

•	 Increase equitable access to health 

services

•	 Improve the quality and responsiveness of 

services in the sector

•	 Improve the efficiency and effectiveness 

of service delivery

•	 Enhance the regulatory capacity of the 

County’s Ministries of Health

•	 Foster partnerships in improving health 

and delivering services

•	 Improve the financing of the health sector

HSPS III focuses on three main areas:
1. Meeting the minimum Kenya Essential 

Package for Health by providing financial 

and technical resources to the Health 

Sector Services Fund (HSSF) which 

channels funds to rural health facilities on 

a nationwide basis.

2. Ensuring availability of essential medicines 

and medical supplies at lower service 

delivery levels; supply chain management 

reform through financial support for 

the ‘essential medicines and medical 

supplies’ (EMMS) basket; and technical 

assistance for pharmacy and commodity 

management.
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3. Supporting the provision of sexual and 

reproductive health and rights services to 

Kenyans who would otherwise have low 

access to such services.

The programme funded by Denmark (430 DKK 

million or €57.6 million) started in 2012 and will 

run till 2016.

Towards a new generation 
without AIDS

This project which is funded by the Spanish 

Agency for International Development 

Cooperation (AECID), seeks to help create 

a national strategy to stop HIV transmission 

from mothers to their babies. The ten-year 

project ending in 2015 started at Kenyatta 

National Hospital and has now been rolled 

out to all County hospitals. Policies and 

medical protocols have been put in place to 

avoid mother-to-child HIV transmission at 

birth as well as ensuring that HIV positive 

mothers receive adequate treatment and 

support. The programme headed by the 

“Let me emphasise that the partnership 

with our funding partners; Danida amongst 

others, has been fundamental in making 

this initiative possible and we look forward 

to a continued working relationship.”

Mark Bor, Ministry of Public Health and 

Sanitation

Blood testing at hospital in Maragua Kenya

Spanish Development NGO, VIHDA, also 

supports the Nutritional Unit at the Ministry 

of Health which assists HIV positive 

mothers.

It has also played a role in getting national 

health authorities to create a national 

budget for nutritional support and a follow 

up protocol for monitoring the treatment 

given to registered HIV positive mothers 

and their children. Transmission of HIV 

from mothers to children has significantly 

reduced as well as the stigmatisation of 

HIV positive mothers at hospitals, ensuring 

they receive better treatment. The funding 

for the project was €1 million.
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Agriculture and Rural Development
2013 Disbursements (in €)

Finland 4,600,000
Sweden 13,700,000
France 4,600,000
Germany 3,700,000
Netherlands 7,800,000
EUD 25,700,000
Total 60,100,000

*Includes France’s rural roads programme. 

The EU categorises its support for rural roads 

under infrastructure

Agriculture is Kenya’s economic mainstay, 

accounting for 25% of its GDP, 65% of its 

foreign exchange earnings and 75% of the 

country’s employment as at the close of 2012. 

It is against this backdrop that the EU and 

Kenya have identified Agriculture and Rural 

Development as a top priority area that has 

the potential to spur economic growth while 

reducing poverty, especially in Arid and Semi-

Arid Areas (ASALs).

The EU is among the leading donors to 

programmes in the agricultural sector. It has 

committed Ksh7.7 billion (€66.4 million) 

through the Kenya Rural Development 

Programme (KRDP) which is a five-year 

programme (2011-2016) that seeks to 

contribute to the Kenya Vision 2030 objective 

of reducing poverty levels in the country’s rural 

areas from the current level of 42% to below 

25% by 2020.

Kenya – on its part - has ploughed resources 

into developing appropriate policies and 

strategies to grow the agricultural sector; the 

most recent strategy being the Agricultural 

Sector Development Strategy (2010 – 2020) 

whose overarching vision is a food-secure 

and prosperous nation.

The most significant outcome of the ongoing 

EU-Kenya Partnership has been the good 

performance of the horticultural sector, 

which is not only the main contributor to 

Kenya’s export basket to the EU but is also 

Kenya’s largest sub-sector, contributing 

38% of Kenya’s export earnings. Small-scale 

horticulture farmers contribute 60% of all 

the horticultural exports that enter the EU 

market. Kenya is currently among the top five 

largest exporters of horticultural produce 

from the Sub-Saharan Africa region to the 

EU.

The EU is working with the Kenyan 

government and other development actors 

to help address both the long and short term 

factors affecting agricultural production 

and food insecurity in the country. The 

EU is implementing a multi-dimensional 

approach that entails giving support to key 

fundamental thrusts in the sector including:

•	 Research for adapted technologies and 

species that will increase productivity 

and reduce diseases.

•	 Facilitating access to market along 

value chains including the provision of 

agricultural inputs.

•	 Building resilience of the vulnerable 

populations and of the communities to 
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future climatic shocks in the arid and 

semi-arid areas.

•	 Small-scale farmers’ integration into 

production of key commodities such as 

coffee and sugar as well as facilitating 

their access to productive farming in 

general.

•	 Private sector integration including a 

greater role of farmers’ organisations.

The EU focuses on the following areas 

in agriculture and rural development as 

described below.

a) The Kenya Rural Development 

Programme (KRDP)

With a current funding of €86.4 million 

(Ksh10 billion), the programme focuses on 

improving agricultural productivity nationally, 

and improving livelihoods especially in the 

arid and semi-arid lands (ASALs) in line with 

the national Agriculture Sector Development 

Strategy. Further, it supports the government 

in providing policy direction and leadership in 

planning, implementation and coordination 

in the agricultural sector.

 
KRDP has the following components:
•	 Agriculture sector support programme 

(€3 million)

•	 National agriculture accelerated input 

access programme (€27.1 million)

•	 Drought management in the ASALs (€11 

million)

•	 Improved community drought response 

and resilience (€5 million)

•	 Drought contingency fund (€10 million)

•	 Agriculture productivity research project 

(€4 million)

•	 Quality coffee production support 

programme (€2 million)

•	 Index-based livestock insurance (€1 

million)

•	 Livelihood support projects in the ASAL 

areas (€9 million)

•	 Conservation Agriculture programme as 

part of general agriculture practice (€9.5 

million)

•	 Technical advice (€3 million)

(b) The Sugar Adaptation strategy (€13 

million)

This programme focuses on the introduction 

and broad-based diffusion of improved 

sugar cane varieties to 250,000 out growers, 

introduction of cane testing equipment to link 

out grower payment to sucrose content and 

improvement of access roads in cane growing 

areas.
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Tsetse Repellent Technology: 
Changing the livelihoods of 
poor livestock keepers in Africa

Ali Ndaro Henzi, a farmer in Pengo, Coast 

Province, is one happy man. For years, 

he has watched his livestock suffer from 

Trypanosomiasis after being bitten by tsetse 

flies. Not any more! His oxen now wear an 

innovative repellent collar developed by the 

International Centre of Insect Physiology and 

Ecology (ICIPE), which has proved to be very 

effective. “Previously, ploughing was very 

difficult and once even my oxen ran away with 

the plough due to tsetse fly bites.  Now with 

the collars they can plough peacefully,” he 

says.

This technology involves controlled–

release of potent repellents from prototype 

dispensers (specifically designed to facilitate 

release of the repellent at a constant rate) 

that individual cattle wear encircling their 

necks. The technology is particularly good 

for pastoralist farmers who are constantly on 

the move and travel vast distances in search 

of pasture for their livestock. The repellent 

collar prototype has been tested over nine 

months in the Coast region where tsetse flies 

are a big problem.

The device repels most of the flies that come 

to bite cattle thus significantly reducing the 

biting rates of the flies and consequently 

the disease levels in cattle with protection. 

The repellent collars comprise of reservoirs 

in which the repellent compounds are put in 

and tubing from which they are emitted. The 

latter is protected with a metal casing.

Most livestock keepers prefer the repellent 

technology compared to other tsetse and 

trypanosomiasis control options due to 

“Previously my bulls ploughed one acre 

per day, now I can plough three acres per 

day.”

Mwalimu M. Sheria - Zunguluka location, 

Coast region

Oxen fitted with 
repellent collar. 
This mobile 
technology 
developed by 
ICIPE keeps 
the cattle and 
herdsmen safe 
from tsetse flies 
and other biting 
flies.
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the technology’s simplicity and mobility 

and demand for the dispensers is very high. 

This technology, once fully optimised will 

not only directly benefit the livelihoods 

of the marginalised pastoralists and agro-

pastoralists but even the livestock herders 

in open rangelands. This EU funded project 

aims to contribute towards the improvement 

of food security for the poorest and most 

vulnerable through pro-poor technological 

innovations.

“The collars have no side effects to 

farmers and cattle; even goats and 

humans are protected with the collars.”

Mwanasha H. Chinaka - Mangawani 

location, Kwale

Several impacts can already be observed 

since the intervention started. Disease 

incidence has reduced by 90% in Coast region 

where the prototype was tested. More than 

90% of the farmers report that the repellent 

technology is effective in protecting their 

cattle. Ninety-four percent of the livestock 

keepers report that they can graze longer in 

tsetse infested areas including early morning 

and evening when tsetse flies are the most 

active. Of the sampled farmers, 96% reported 

decrease in drug (trypanocide) use.

“With the collars, I can graze my cows 

closer to the park fence and early 

morning and late evening without 

disturbance from the flies which are 

most active at these times. The weight 

of the animals is also increasing. We get 

more money by selling them. Previously, 

we sold each animal for as little as 

Kshs7,000-9,000 and now we can get 

between Kshs20,000-30,000.”

Suleiman Shee – Mangawani location, 

Kwale

The weights of animals with protection have 

significantly increased resulting in higher 

A closer view 
of the repellent 
collar: Several 
dispenser 
models have 
been developed 
and are being 
tested. ICIPE 
is working 
with business 
partners 
to further 
optimise, mass-
produce these 
prototypes and 
get them into 
the commercial 
market. 

	  

selling prices and more traction power (of 

the bulls). Protected bulls are ploughing two 

to three times more land daily as reported by 

60% of the farmers. Animals are now sold at 

higher prices and milk production has also 

increased. The response from the farmers 

has been so positive that many farmers not 

included in the trials are demanding to be 

incorporated.

Climate-Smart Push–Pull 
Technology
Resilient, adaptable 
conservation agriculture for 
the future

Eunice Omondi, who lives in Kenya’s Siaya 

district, added a climate-smart push–pull 

plot to her farm in 2012, and since then her 

maize yield has increased six-fold. She is 

one of thousands of farmers who are now 

enjoying higher incomes as a result of this 

EU funded project which is implemented by 

ICIPE. In addition to farming, Eunice is also a 

community health worker. She moves from 

door-to-door in the villages, explaining the 

connection between diet and health and talks 
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about push–pull as a way of getting more 

food. As she says, “having enough food helps 

in healing.”

Push–pull is a conservation agriculture 

technology developed by ICIPE and its 

partners for smallholder farms. It is designed 

to integrate pest, weed and soil management 

in cereal-based farming systems on which 

80% of the population of sub-Saharan Africa 

depend on for their livelihoods. Farmers 

who practise push–pull technology plant 

desmodium (a fodder legume) between the 

rows of the main cereal crop to drive away 

(repel) stemborers (the ‘push’). They then 

plant Napier grass or Brachiaria grass around 

the field which attracts stemborers (the ‘pull’). 

Chemicals released by the desmodium roots 

also result in very effective control of the 

troublesome parasitic weed striga.

As well as controlling stemborers and striga, 

the push–pull companion plants provide 

high-value animal fodder, which farmers can 

sell or feed to stall-fed dairy cows and other 

livestock. The companion plants also increase 

soil fertility, prevent soil erosion and conserve 

soil moisture.

Although push-pull farming has been 

around since 1998, funding from the EU has 

allowed further research to adapt push–pull 

to drought prone areas by identifying and 

incorporating drought-tolerant trap and 

intercrop plants. This directly addresses 

the rising uncertainties facing Africa’s 

rain-fed agriculture due to the continent’s 

vulnerability to climate change.

“I used to work alone on a big portion 

of land, for very little produce. But now 

I work a small area. It takes less labour, 

and produces more income.”

Evelyn Otunge

The development of climate-smart push–pull 

has made it possible for the technology to 

spread to new areas with lower rainfall, and 

to increase the potential number of farmers 

who might find it a useful and profitable 

addition to their livelihood strategies. In 

addition to the work that has begun to 

Dr Zeyaur R. Khan, Principal Scientist and Leader of the push–pull programme at ICIPE, and Remjius 
Bwana, a farmer, inspect a climate-smart push–pull field planted with sorghum on Remjius’ farm in 
Kisumu West district, Kenya. A close relationship between farmers and scientists is at the heart of 
push–pull’s success, and is essential to its future adaptation and spread.
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extend climate-smart push–pull in Ethiopia, 

Tanzania and Uganda, trials are being carried 

out in Nigeria and the technology has been 

adapted for use in South Africa. The profile 

of the technology is spreading steadily far 

beyond its homeland of Western Kenya.

The technology fits well with traditional 

African mixed cropping systems. Based on 

locally available plants, rather than expensive 

external inputs, it is both appropriate and 

economical. By improving the productivity 

of a wide range of crops and livestock, it 

diversifies farmers’ income sources. Through 

being equally accessible to female and male 

farmers, it contributes positively to gender 

equity. Perhaps most importantly, push–pull 

farmers commonly report a doubling and 

tripling of their maize yields and their food 

security is greatly increased.

Coffee Productivity Project

The Coffee Research Foundation (CRF) 

has developed two coffee varieties (Ruiru 

II and Batian) that are resistant to Coffee 

Leaf Rust and Coffee Berry Disease thereby 

eliminating the need for intensive chemical 

spraying programmes. The new varieties also 

save costs on machinery and equipment for 

spraying and also allow for planting of coffee 

on sloppy farm land/grounds as there would 

be no need for mechanisation. Owing to 

these advantages, these improved cultivars 

with higher yield potential and resistance to 

the major diseases of coffee have started 

to replace traditional varieties in Kenyan 

farms. Consequently, there is a high demand 

for planting materials of the two improved 

varieties by farmers who had abandoned 

coffee growing due to the high production 

costs. Access and availability of the planting 

material need therefore to be improved to 

ensure efficient adoption of these two coffee 

varieties.

Currently CRF does not have the capacity to 

produce adequate seed and seedlings of the 

new varieties.  The annual demand for seedlings 

is approximately 9-10 million and CRF can only 

produce approximately two million seedlings 

annually. This EU funded project is therefore 

supporting CRF to increase its capacity to 
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produce adequate coffee planting materials. 

CRF will partner with other nurseries (owned 

by cooperatives, unions, self-help groups, 

government institutions and other community-

based organisations) to optimise seedlings 

production to meet the rising demand. The 

project is being implemented by CRF under 

Kenya Rural Development Programme (KRDP).

More than 500 farmers attended the launch of 

the project on 6 December 2013 at Kipkelion 

Coffee Mill in Kericho County. This four-year 

project targets 32 coffee growing counties 

in Kenya. EU is contributing €2 million to the 

project.

Commercialisation of Seaweed 
Farming and Beekeeping in 
Msambweni

Ali She Boi, a 41-year-old illiterate father of five 

had been an artisanal fisher all his life. Today 

he is one of the leading seaweed farmers at 

Nyumba Sita. On introduction of seaweed 

farming in his village in 2012 Ali planted over 

200 lines of seaweed. His first sale of seaweed 

was 625 kilograms that earned him Ksh9,000. 

Ali used the money to pay school levies and 

uniforms for his three children in primary 

schools. He now intends to expand his farm to 

at least 300 lines that should result in a harvest 

of over two tonnes of dry seaweed every period 

with a minimum income of Ksh30,000. Ali says 

he can now plan his life better because he is 

assured of income every six to seven weeks 

unlike in fishing where at times he could go 

fishing and come back empty handed. “There 

is light in seaweed farming,” he says.

Ali is just one of the many beneficiaries of the 

EU funded (€600,000) Seaweed Farming and 

Beekeeping project in Msambweni in the Coast 

region. This project was started to improve the 

local economy of the poor and underserved 

through better agribusiness practices and 

in so doing contribute to the realisation 

of the Millennium Development Goal 1 on 

eradication of extreme poverty and hunger 

and Kenya’s Vision 2030 Goal on equity and 

poverty reduction. Apart from developing 

innovative and sustainable agribusiness and 

increasing employment opportunities in 

beekeeping and seaweed farming, the project 

also sought to develop the organisational 

capacity of local institutions to enhance its 

sustainability.

The three-year project ended in March 2013. 

The specific objective was to be achieved 

through the establishment of apiaries for 750 

beehives and introduce a minimum of 4,000 

units of seaweed farms. The project targeted 

400 seaweed farmers and 250 beekeeping 

farmers. Each of the participating farmers 

was to increase their incomes by a minimum 

of 40% from an estimated baseline income of 

€455 per year. The beekeeping component 

was implemented in Bati, Kibuyuni, Majoreni 

and Vanga and the seaweed component 

in Gazi, Nyumba sita, Anzuani, Kibuyuni, 

Mkwiro, Mundini and Funzi all in the Coast 

region, Msambweni District, Kwale County, 

Kenya.
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A seaweed 
technician 
(centre) 
demonstrating 
how to plant 
seaweed at 
Mkwiro Village 
in Kwale County, 
March 2012

It was implemented by Act Change Transform 

(ACT- formerly PACT Kenya) in partnership 

with Diani Chale Management Trust (DCMT) 

and Kwetu Centre for Sustainable Development 

(Kwetu). ACT deployed two full time Project 

Officers, DCMT two Community Facilitators 

and Kwetu one Beekeeping Coordinator, all 

of whom were based at Shimoni, Msambweni, 

Kwale County.

The project was successful as half the 

beneficiaries increased their incomes. The 

additional income allowed them to increase 

their assets, improve food security, access 

medical services and provide for their children’s 

educational needs. Women in particular were 

big beneficiaries of the project as they were 

seen to be contributing to the family income. 

The status of women in the society therefore 

improved because of the project.

Introduction of a savings led credit scheme 

through the Self help groups approach 

provided a cheaper source of credit to 

the beneficiaries which in turn created an 

entrepreneurial culture among them. The 

scheme recruited members who formed 25 

active groups of between 15 and 20 members. 

The total membership is 400 women. The 

scheme has accumulated savings of more 

than €10,000 and disbursed loans amongst 

the members of over €13,000. Members 

invested 56% of their loans in businesses and 

the rest distributed between education (17%), 

medical (10.7%) agriculture (12%) and personal 

needs (4.5%). Through investments and loan 

servicing the SHGs made a profit of more than 

€1,000.

Other benefits to the community included 

improved capacities of farmers in technical, 

business managerial knowledge, group 

organisation and creation of employment for 

families. Partner organisations also benefited 

from capacity building and hands on experience 

in project implementation and management.

Transforming Kenya’s 
agricultural sector
National Agriculture 
and Livestock Extension 
Programme (NALEP) II

Implemented across the country by the Ministry 

of Agriculture Livestock and Fisheries from 

2007-2013, this project’s main objective was to 

contribute to socio-economic development and 

alleviate poverty by providing opportunities 

for smallholder farmers to improve their 
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livelihoods through increased production, 

value chain development to help farmers gain 

access to better market opportunities and 

market extensions. Sweden contributed €40 

million.

At the end of the programme, over 5.5 million 

farmers, pastoralists and fisher-folk had been 

reached by extension. Farm productivity and 

incomes, especially through CIGs and farm 

specific action plans (FSAP) increased by more 

than 70%. Commodity increase in production 

ranged from 10% to 90%. The percentage 

of food secure households increased from 

45% in 2007 to 56% during the programme 

period. Participation by women in programme 

activities increased from 7% in 2007 to 35% in 

2012/2013.

Bottom up planning has incorporated the 

human rights approach to planning into the 

programme. Programme social mobilisation 

has seen more than 40,000 CIGs formed 

with a membership of more than 1.2 million 

individual members. Use of mobile phone 

technology increased access to information 

that farmers and other agro-dealers find useful 

and resulted in effective information transfer. 

NALEP has demonstrated that it is possible to 

address the gap between humanitarian and 

long-term development programmes to build 

resilience for communities in the Arid and 

Semi-arid Lands (ASALs).

NALEP 
Programme 

Nairobi: 
Harvesting 

sorghum under 
NALEP/IFSAP 

programme 
intervention
March 2013, 

Turkana West, 
Kenya

Linking trade and aid: 
Smallholder horticulture 
project

The project funded by the Netherlands links 

farmers to local and international markets. It 

invests in safe, social and sustainable value 

chains for foods commonly consumed in 

Europe and also helps small-scale farmers 

grow quality produce for local markets. 

It received €4.9 million in aid and is 

implemented in Narok, Naro Moru, Kinangop, 

Njoro, Kwale, Kilifi and Malindi. The four 

year project started in 2012 and focuses on 

six business cases, involving smallholder 

farmers and private sector lead firms and is 

managed by a consortium of three Kenyan-

based NGO’s with Dutch roots: Solidaridad 

netword, SNV Netherlands Development 

Organisation and Humanist Institute for 

Cooperation (HIVOS).

Due to increasing EU scrutiny of pesticide 

residues on bean and pea exports, a key 

Dutch exporter moved away from sourcing 

these products from smallholder farmers 

preferring produce grown on large scale 

farms. Farmers under the programme were 

re-oriented towards producing vegetables 

for local markets. They were also trained 

in good agricultural practice and collective 

marketing. This attracted exporters who 

began sourcing produce from these farmers.

In another example, exporters who had 

received a letter warning them that they 

could lose export licenses as they breached 

Maximum (pesticide) Residue Levels (MRLs) 

were supported to adopt new practices 

for working with groups of small holders. 

These groups constructed pesticide storage 

sheds, made pesticide-use protocols and 

implemented spray teams. As such, they 

maintained market access.
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“If not for this project, we would have lost 

our market and disappointed our farmers. 

Now we are earning well and sharing this 

with the ladies and men working with us.”

Eunice Mwongera, MD Hillside Green 

Growers

Under a third business case, small scale 

farmers were encouraged to grow avocados, 

a crop less sensitive to pesticide residues. 

This provided a cash crop in an area where 

no cash crops previously existed. The Small 

holder horticulture project has also assisted 

small scale farmers to grow high yielding 

potato varieties, provided drip irrigation kits 

to farmers growing chillies for export and 

linked fruit and vegetable processors to small 

scale farmers.

Hunger Safety Net Programme 
(HSNP) Phase II (2013-17)

HSNP is an unconditional cash transfer 

programme, geographically focused in 

four counties in the arid and semi-arid 

lands (ASALs) of Northern Kenya (Turkana, 

Marsabit, Mandera and Wajir). It is jointly 

funded by the United Kingdom (UK) and GoK 

and supports the establishment of a national 

social protection system delivering long-term, 

guaranteed cash transfers (CTs) to extremely 

poor and vulnerable people. The aim of HSNP is 

to reduce poverty, hunger and vulnerability for 

the poor in Kenya’s ASALs and create better 

and more sustainable safety nets for poor and 

vulnerable households, particularly those in the 

ASALs.

By 2017, HSNP II will reach 100,000 of the most 

vulnerable households (720,000 people) with 

predictable, electronic payments of Kshs2,700 

a month and up to two million people reached 

with emergency CTs during times of crisis or 

shock.

Independent evaluation has shown that HSNP 

is working as a safety net and is helping to 

protect people against shocks like late or failed 

rains, unexpected expenses or failed crops. 

Evidence shows that HSNP stops or slows the 

slide into poverty, particularly for the poorest 

households. It is helping families to: be more 

food secure; hold onto their assets during 

shocks; and spend more on health. It is even 

enabling children to perform better in school. 

It means they can afford basic provisions and 

Netherlands 
Embassy: 
Netherlands 
Minister for 
Foreign Trade 
and Development 
Cooperation Mrs 
Lilianne Ploumen 
watching the 
cutting and 
packaging of snow 
peas produced 
by smallholder 
farmers for 
export (the ladies 
employed are 
from Kibera slum).
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Value Chain Strengthening 

In order to reduce high losses and strengthen actors 

along the value chain, GIZ cooperates with different 

partners in its agriculture programme (Promotion of 

Private Sector Development in Agriculture, PSDA). 

The activities undertaken together with partners 

comprise advisory services for cultivation including 

a tree nursery, safe operation of chemicals for pest 

control, handling of fruits before and after harvest 

and sorting and packaging for safe transport and 

marketing.

During a Public Private Partnership (PPP) in 2006 

other essential services, and that people 

can buy what they need most, which in turn 

supports the local economy.

The programme is being implemented in 

Turkana, Marsabit, Wajir and Mandera and will 

cost £125 million equivalent to €150 million 

over 10 years (2007-2017).

Fact Box: Evidence from HSNP 
Phase I results

•	 In the households where the programme 

is being implemented, poverty rates have 

gone down. Such households are 10% 

less likely to fall into the poorest decile 

nationally.

•	 Contrast this with control households 

which are on average 7% poorer than 

HSNP households. 

•	 A large proportion (87%) of HSNP 

households report that they are able to eat 

more and larger meals. 

•	 HSNP households are more likely to hold 

on to their livestock. Six percent are more 

likely to own any livestock and 7% are 

more likely to own goats/sheep. 

•	 HSNP households spend more on health, 

are more educated, have access to credit 

and are more likely to save compared to 

control households.
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a first step was taken to support contract farming to 

guarantee a market for the farmers and to establish a 

guaranteed quantity of raw material in a high quality for 

the producers. The PPP ended in 2009 but the relations 

between farmers and buyers have been maintained and 

expanded. Kevian Kenya Ltd. has expanded the model 

to mango farmers as well whileThrough the improved 

supplies Kevian has grown by 20% to become an 

established medium size company and increased its 

work force by 12% thanks to strong market growth, high 

product quality and successful distribution strategies. 

Furthermore, Kevian could penetrate new markets in 

Saudi Arabia, DRC und South Sudan. The company 

plans to increase its production capacity for fruit juices 

and packaging systems.

German Investment and Development Cooperation 

(DEG) supports this expansion with a long-term loan 

of $7.5 million (€5.4 million). With DEG financing, it 

is expected that Kevian will become an international 

player and moreover, help numerous farmers to earn a 

regular income by acting as suppliers. Kevian is utilizing 

DEG financing to increase its production capacity of 

fruit juices and to improve its packaging systems. 

The total investment volume is $16.5 million (€12 

million). As part of the expansion, KEVIAN will also 

enter into the production of fruit juice concentrates 

which is needed for the production of juices which 

it currently imports. The company’s fruit suppliers, 

mainly mango, tomato, carrot, pineapple and passion 

fruits, are smallholders. This offers tens of thousands 

of smallholders the possibility to earn an income for 

themselves and their families. The success of KEVIAN 

and its ongoing growth will have huge impact on the 

smallholder farmers. 

This is the reason why DEG is currently supporting 

Kevian using various technical assistance programmes, 

for example in identifying a resource planning system; 

attaining an ISO certification and in conducting a Solar 

PV/Thermal feasibility study. A substantial part of 

Kevian’s fruit concentrate will be exported to Germany: 

Its customer is the German company Rudolf Wild 

GmbH and Company. KG, Heidelberg, which supports 

its Kenyan partner in technical aspects and is interested 

in developing a strategic partnership with Kevian.
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Infrastructure and Energy
2013 Disbursements (in €)

France 118,000,000
Germany 28,000,000
EIB 51,000,000
EUD 49,800,000
Total 246,800,000

Transport
Road transport accounts for 93% of the 

total movement of passengers and freight in 

Kenya. In response to the growing demand 

for efficient road transport systems, the 

Government of Kenya’s investment in road 

transport infrastructure has steadily risen over 

the last decade peaking at Ksh129 billion (€1.2 

billion) during the 2012/2013 fiscal year.

The EU has supported GoK road construction 

efforts since the 1970s. From 2008 to 2013, the 

EU committed Ksh14.7 billion (€127 million) to 

upgrading the country’s regional, urban, rural 

and tourist road network. The rehabilitation 

of the Eldoret-Turbo-Webuye-Malaba - 

a busy section of the Mombasa-Malaba 

Highway - is one of the outcomes of the 

EU-Kenya Partnership in terms of upscaling 

Kenya’s road transport network.

Funding of the construction of the 122 

kilometre long Merille – Marsabit road 

section of the Isiolo-Marsabit-Moyale 

corridor to Ethiopia is a vivid manifestation 

of the ongoing partnership’s commitment 

to enhancing Kenya’s road transport links 

with its neighbours in the spirit of regional 

economic integration. With these initiatives, 

Kenya is expected to greatly contribute 

to the smooth flow of persons, goods and 

services around the East African Community 

(EAC) with linkages to the wider Eastern, 

Central and Southern Africa region while 

attracting companies that would like to 

make Kenya their regional operational hub.
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Northern Corridor 
Rehabilitation Programme 
Phase III (Rehabilitation of 
Eldoret-Malaba road (A104))

The Northern Corridor from the port of 

Mombasa through to the Ugandan Border 

at Malaba is the backbone of Kenya’s road 

infrastructure system and an essential lifeline 

to landlocked countries in the region. It caters 

for 30% of the international trade traffic to 

Burundi; 60% to Rwanda and almost 100% to 

Uganda. The steady increase of the number 

of trucks per day on this corridor since the 

1970s has led to rapid deterioration of the 

road. This is partly due to the inefficient 

management of the Kenya-Uganda railway 

and the relatively higher costs of rail freight 

than road freight costs, resulting in diversion 

of cargo traffic from rail to the road.

The main objective is to rehabilitate the 

120 km road section between Eldoret and 

Malaba in order to provide safe reliable 

access to western Kenya and landlocked 

countries like Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi. 

The project is jointly funded by the EU and 

the GoK and implemented by the Ministry 

of Transport and Infrastructure through the 

Kenya National Highways Authority (KeNHA). 

The total budget of the project is €112 million 

out of which the EU is funding €81 million 

(72%). Currently about 75% of the road is 

rehabilitated and opened to motorists. The 

opened sections have decreased travel time 

by 50%. The five year project began in 2010.

“The rehabilitation of this road has been 

long awaited. It used to take us such a 

long time to cover short distances. Now, 

when I travel between my home and 

Eldoret town, it takes me 30 minutes 

instead of the previous 1 hour.”

 Rose Boit, Resident of Kapkong, Uasin 

Gishu County

Central Kenya Rural Roads 
Programme “Mount Kenya 
Region Rural Infrastructure 
Programme (Phase I)”

Mount Kenya Region Rural Infrastructure 

Programme was initiated to support the 

government’s strategy for revitalising 

agriculture in the context of Economic Recovery 

Strategy (ERS) and the Poverty Reduction 

Strategy Paper (PRSP) of 2003-2007. 

During the PRSP consultation process, local 

communities identified the poor condition of 

the road network as a major factor influencing 

the worsening poverty and declining economic 

performance. Therefore, one of the priorities 

was to rehabilitate and improve rural access 

roads and bridges, particularly through labour-

intensive modalities.

The aim was to reduce transport costs and 

time required for users to access economic and 

social services, thereby increasing accessibility, 

incomes and employment in the rural areas. The 

project was undertaken in the Eastern region 

of Kenya to rehabilitate/ upgrade sections of 

roads totalling 85.7 km as follows:

1
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•	 Rehabilitation and upgrading of Meru-

Marimba (D482), Marimba-Nkubu (D475), 

Nkubu-Mitunguu (D475) Roads – 46.2km

•	 Rehabilitation and upgrading of Imenti-

Kionyo-Chogoria (T52/E779/D474) and 

Ndagene Loop (T51) Roads – 39.5km

The project was jointly funded by the EU, the 

German Government (KfW) and the GoK and 

implemented by the Ministry of Transport and 

Infrastructure through the Kenya Rural Roads 

Authority (KeRRA). The EU contributed 31% 

of the total budget (€21million). The main 

objective is to improve accessibility within 

agriculturally productive rural areas through 

upgrading key roads to bitumen standard.

The five year project was completed in 

2012 and final acceptance of works was in 

2013. It covers roads in Meru, Nkubu, Imenti, 

and Chogoria. The project has transformed 

road transport in the areas covered. There 

is less wastage of farm produce like tea 

due to more efficient leaf collection. Tea is 

collected twice a day unlike previously when 

it was collected once a day or even not at 

all. During bad weather (40-60kg of tea is 

picked per day compared to the previous 

20-30kg per day). This has in turn increased 

earnings from tea.

1. Old road 2. New road leading to the leaf collection centre 3. Farmers picking tea 4. Collection lorry

2 3 4

Expansion and rehabilitation 
of Jomo Kenyatta International 
Airport (JKIA)

Kenya Airports Authority (KAA) is currently 

expanding the JKIA with a new terminal T4 

and will be rehabilitating the existing facilities 

from 2015 onwards. The project is supported 

by EIB, AFD and others. In order to strengthen 

KAA’s planning and implementation capacity 

the EU-Africa Infrastructure Trust Fund has 

committed grants of €5 million managed by 

EIB. After a major fire in the airport in 2013 

some of the funds had to be re-diverted to 

be used for emergency response planning 

in order to restore operations, assess fire 

protection in general and revise future 

investment planning.
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Energy
Access to energy is a fundamental prerequisite 

for rapid economic growth and improved 

social well-being. The energy sector is indeed 

one of the infrastructural priorities that 

Kenya has set out as part of the process of 

laying a foundation for its economic takeoff 

under the Kenya Vision 2030 Development 

Blueprint. Central to this agenda is the 

reduction of Kenya’s reliance on hydro-

generated electricity as well as that of the 

more costly fossil fuels. France, EIB and KfW 

have been instrumental in Kenya’s efforts to 

generate geothermal power. In line with this, 

EIB has lent €119 million to a 280 Megawatts 

expansion of KenGen’s geothermal power 

production in Olkaria, Naivasha.

The EU is working with the GoK to raise 

the rate of access to affordable power by 

supporting projects on increasing access to 

sustainable and affordable energy for all. The 

most recent expression of that commitment 

is the extension of a €200 million loan by 

the EIB and a €25 million grant from the 

EUD towards the exploitation of wind power 

through the construction of the Lake Turkana 

Wind Power Project in Loyangalani which is 

poised to inject 300 MW of electricity into 

the National Grid. This project is also financed 

by development finance institutions from 

other Member States (Germany, Netherlands 

and France via PROPARCO – a subsidiary of 

AFD). The construction phase of this project 

will create 2,500 jobs.

Community Based Green 
Energy Project- (CB-GEP)
Increasing access to 
sustainable and affordable 
energy to the marginalised

Ninety public schools with no electricity 

from rural and peri-urban districts of Kitui, 

Mwingi, Mutomo, Kyuso, Kajiado Central, 

Kajiado North, Isiolo and Garbattula now have 

access to light through installations of solar 

PV systems. As a result 21,181 children have 

extended learning hours in the evening and 

early morning thanks to this EU funded project 

that is being implemented by the Catholic 

Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD). 

Four local partners are also involved namely 

the Catholic Diocese of Kitui, Catholic Diocese 

of Isiolo, Dupoto-E Maa and Solar Works East 

Africa Ltd.

The overall goal of the project is to increase 

access to modern, affordable and sustainable 

energy services for 400,000 households 

through 138 institutions and 70 community 

based groups in rural and peri-urban areas 

Solar Works CB-
GEP technicians 

training the 
local community 

on the 
operations and 
maintenance of 
the solar panels

33



Blue Book 2014

in Kenya. The four-year project which 

commenced in 2011 has a total value of €2.3 

million. The EU contribution is €1.7 million.

“I have been working in this health centre 

since 2003 and we immunise on average 

between 200 and 300 children per month. 

The solar-powered refrigeration and water 

purification systems are a godsend for the 

community. Before the installations we had 

been transferring the vaccines to other 

health centres located 40 kilometres away 

whenever we run out of gas. 

“We have a maternity wing here which 

will now be operational since we have 

solar lighting. Most of the women go 

into labour during the night and we were 

unable to open at night due to insecurity 

and darkness. But now, that is bound to 

change.”

Joseph Mwangangi, Head Nurse, Thaana 

Nzau health centre, Mwingi South

Lighting of schools has enabled pupils 

improve their academic performance. In 

addition, energy saving cooking stoves 

have been installed in 45 schools. This has 

led to reduced use of firewood thereby 

reducing environmental degradation. CB-

GEP has installed solar PV lighting and solar 

refrigeration systems in 48 health facilities 

with no electricity. These systems have 

improved service delivery in the targeted 

health centres, increased their vaccine 

storage capacities and extended their 

hours of service delivery. Over 35 groups 

have benefited from solar water pumping 

systems and greenhouses which they are 

using to increase horticultural production. 

Their household incomes have increased as 

a result of the project.

“In all the 138 institutions where we are 

installing solar panels, solar-powered 

refrigerators and solar-powered water 

purification systems, we have trained 

locals who will be able to repair the 

equipment once it breaks down. This 

is part of the knowledge exchange 

which we feel is very important to the 

community so that they can own the 

project. These systems are very easy 

to maintain and are very cost-effective, 

and they do not need highly skilled 

technicians to repair.”

Simon Ndoo, an engineer with Solar 

Works East Africa Ltd

CB-GEP Operations Officer
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Shopkeepers 
can use the 
solar lantern to 
prolong their 
opening hours, 
which means 
more revenue

Solar Energy for Rural Kenya

WE!Hubs provide cheap and environmentally 

friendly alternatives to kerosene lamps, mostly 

used during night-fishing in Western Kenya. They 

are also a simple source of lighting in households 

or small shops, through rechargeable solar-

operated batteries with lamps and lanterns. 

The products are not sold to the customers 

but rented, and can only be recharged at the 

WE!Hubs. This way, proper maintenance of the 

products as well as service for the customers 

is ensured. The customer pays a deposit when 

renting a product the first time and pays a small 

fee for the recharge services.

The stations also offer the purchase of clean 

drinking water. For this, rain water is harvested 

and treated with a solar-operated filtration 

system. Further energy services involve the 

recharge of mobile phones and the use of 

computers in a small Internet cafe attached to 

the WE!Hubs for a small fee. In the Internet cafes, 

training in entrepreneurship is also offered.

“The re-charge fee is so much cheaper if I 

compare to when I used to use kerosene. 

I am now saving around Ksh500 daily per 

boat when using the solar lamps. I had 

stopped the fishing business because I 

could not afford it, the bad weather forced 

us to keep maintaining the equipment 

and replacing them. All the money I used 

to make would to go into repair and 

maintenance and even at times I would 

not manage. Now I am back in business!”

Bernard Khai Onyango, a fisherman, Lake 

Victoria

This EU funded project is implemented 

by Global Nature Fund (Germany - main 

beneficiary), together with Osram (Germany/

Kenya) and Thames Electricals Ltd. (Kenya). 

During the pilot stage three WE!Hubs were 

built in Mbita, Nyandiwa and Sindo in Nyanza. 

Another four have since been built in Kericho, 

Sori, Honge and Ragwe. The three year project 

ending in 2014 has a total value of €1.5 millon. 

The EU contribution is €950,000.
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“My children can use the solar light 

without me being present because it is 

safe, so they do their homework easily. 

They also like it because it does not emit 

smoke like kerosene lamps, so it doesn’t 

irritate their eyes. My customers have 

increased since I started using the solar 

light because I open my kiosk up to late 

hours. The other kiosks around me close 

early because of the cost of kerosene, 

so the customers know that even if they 

have an urgent need they will find my 

kiosk open. I have managed to save some 

money and I will be opening another kiosk 

at another place.”

Rosemary Adhiambo Odhiambo, a shop 

owner, Kisumu

Light for Life Ltd., the local project partner 

manages the stations, but trains and employs 

local people to run the daily business. This 

way, the stations also offer employment 

opportunities to the local people in rural and 

peri-urban areas. Around five to seven people 

are directly employed in each WE!Hub and 

many more have the chance to establish a 

business around the stations or participate 

in training courses.

“The WE!Hubs provide affordable 

and environmentally friendly solar-

operated lanterns for house lighting 

and night fishing as well as clean 

drinking water and a charging service 

for mobile phones to rural areas, 

opening the chance for employment, 

entrepreneurship and education. We 

are very grateful that the EU provided 

support for this innovative project in 

Kenya.”

Udo Gattenlohner, Executive Director 

Global Nature Fund

In Africa, 70% of the total population relies 

on fossil fuel-based systems for lighting such 

as kerosene lamps and diesel generators. 

The use of these fossil fuels emits tons 

of toxic fumes, which are harmful to the 

environment, and human health (causing 

respiratory diseases, eye irritation). Spilled 
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over liquids can further contaminate soils and 

water bodies. The solar-operated products of 

the WE!Hub stations are helping to reduce 

toxic emissions. They are affordable and 

therefore popular with low income earners.

Wind Turbines on Ngong Hills

Supported by both Spain and Belgium, 

this project consists of the installation of 14 

wind turbines, in close collaboration with its 

Kenyan partner, Kenya Electricity Generating 

Company Limited (KenGen). In 2012 the 

Government of Spain awarded a concessional 

loan to Kenya to implement the 2nd Phase of 

Ngong Hills Wind Farm for €20 million. This 

2nd Phase represents an extension of the 

Wind Farm owned by KenGen, with 16 new 

turbines and an increase in energy generation 

of 10 MW.

The Spanish consortium Iberdrola/Gamesa 

is currently implementing the works and 

supplying the equipment for the project 

whose completion is expected by mid-2014. 

During a first phase between 2007 and 2009, 

six turbines were installed. In the current 

second phase, eight more turbines were 

added, bringing the total capacity to just 

under 12 MW. For the realisation of the project, 

Belgium provided €22 million as part of a 

package totalling about €180 million in energy, 

water, ICT, health and education sectors. In the 

second phase, the credit package comprised 

notably a state-to-state loan of over €6 million 

at zero interest rate.

The wind park project on Ngong Hills includes 

the reinforcement of the transmission lines 

and the installation of a new transformer 

station. Sustainability is guaranteed by on-site 

training, maintenance and the supply of spare 

parts in the follow-up and monitoring period. 

The wind turbines thus make an important 

contribution to the electricity supply of 

Nairobi and satellite cities like Ngong or 

Rongai. The climatic conditions in Kenya and 

certainly on Ngong Hills are exceptionally 

good and thus guarantee an excellent return 

on investment.  
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Scaling Up Energy Access

Dubbed Stima Loan, this project is run by 

Kenya Power with funding from the Agence 

Française de Développement (AFD). It assists 

low income earners who cannot afford to 

pay the fees for new electricity connections 

(currently Ksh35,000) upfront. The project 

was started in 2008 on pilot basis with an 

initial investment by AFD of €6 million. It 

achieved extremely positive results: roughly 

47,000 households have been connected 

with very rapid uptake from the time the fund 

became operational in 2010. The fund also 

met the target of connecting the low income 

households, with 80% of customers connected 

through the revolving fund consuming less 

than 50 kWh. AFD decided to scale up the 

revolving fund with a further investment of 

€29 million which includes a €4.6 million grant 

from the EU.

A customer in the programme pays 20% of 

the connection fee. The remaining 80% is 

disbursed from the revolving fund account. 

Kenya Power makes the connection and the 

customer repays the loan to the revolving 

fund in monthly instalments over a 24-month 

period at the time of paying the electricity 

bill. The Stima Loan Fund is targeting 

350,000 new connections over the next five 

years.

AFD invested in this programme because 

Kenya has an extremely low rate of 

connections to the national grid despite 

numerous investments in electricity over the 

past years. The national rate of access to 

electricity, defined as households connected 

to the network, amounts only to 25% (lower 

in comparison to countries with similar 

levels of income). High cost of connecting 

for low income populations, the low density 

of the distribution network, the high cost of 

the extension of the lines of distribution in 

regions with low density population magnify 

the problem of low access to electricity, 

particularly in rural areas.

By investing in the Stima Loan fund, AFD 

is assisting Kenya in increasing the national 
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Nathaniel Kimani 
Wainaina and 
Grace Wanjiru 
Kimani

access rate to 40% in 2020 and to 100% in 

2030. The project will contribute to economic 

development, improve living conditions for 

households and reduce inequalities with a 

focus on making electricity more accessible. 

Another objective is to reduce peak demand 

by distributing energy-saving light bulbs to 

replace incandescent bulbs in low income 

households. AFD has invested €8.5 million 

towards this component in addition to the 

Stima Loan.

A third objective of the programme is to 

densify the existing grid, by increasing the 

number of transformers on the medium-

voltage grid and thus the number of 

customers who can be connected and 

supplied with power. AFD has invested an 

additional €8.5 million in the transformers 

densification component.

M-Kopa Solar

This is an innovative asset financing company 

that sells solar home systems to off grid 

households on an affordable one-year mobile 

payments plan. M-Kopa solar was founded in 

Kenya in 2011 by Chad Larson, Jesse Moore 

and Nick Hughes. The team was motivated by 

the fact that the average household without 

electricity spends Ksh17,000 annually on 

kerosene. They believed there had to be a 

better way to supply safe light and power 

and so developed the M-Kopa solar solution 

to work over the M-Pesa platform, offering 

off grid customers better energy at lower 

cost.

Under the model, customers buy a solar 

home system with an initial deposit followed 

by daily payments for up to one year, after 
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which they own the system outright. An 

example is a 4 W system with three lights, 

phone and USB charging port. The user pays 

Ksh40 per day for a year with a deposit of 

Ksh2,500. By January 2014, M-Kopa solar was 

in 50,000 households in Kenya. The company 

recently obtained additional funding of Ksh1.7 

billion which will help it reach its target of 

one million homes. The funding included 

grants from DFID UK, Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation and the Shell Foundation.

M-Kopa solar has helped people like Nathaniel 

Kimani Wainaina and Grace Wanjiru Kimani 

who live in the outskirts of Mai Mahiu in the 

Rift Valley. The couple has seven children, 

some still in school. They live in a small three-

room house on a plot where they grow 

vegetables. They previously used paraffin 

lamps for lighting their house. The paraffin 

was costly and needed to be replenished 

every two weeks. The smoke emitted by the 

lamp also hurts the eyes. When one of their 

daughters was in secondary school, she 

would have to rise at dawn to complete her 

homework assignments. The family was also 

dependent on the electricity grid to charge 

their cell phone batteries, which meant extra 

expenses for them.

“Using the M-Kopa is cheaper than 
installing electricity and using paraffin, 
but the real advantage is that we do 
not depend on electricity companies, 
availability of paraffin and so on. The 
only thing we need is the sun and of that 

we have a lot!”

Nathaniel Kimani Wainaina, M-Kopa 

user, Mai Mahiu

After using M-Kopa for one year, they state 

that they are very satisfied with it. The 

family now has lights in all the rooms in 

their house. They charge their cell phones at 

home, when it is convenient for them. The 

cost of using M-Kopa is lower than paraffin 

and they do not incur the extra expenses 

for charging their cell phones. In addition, 

M-Kopa has made them free from constant 

and reoccurring purchases of fuel for lamps.
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Environmental Conservation, Water 
and Sanitation

2013 Disbursements (in €)

France 21,300,000
Netherlands 9,400,000
Finland 3,200,000
Denmark 9,900,000
Italy 5,400,000
UK 6,800,000
Sweden 2,000,000
Germany 8,600,000
EUD 2,500,000
ECHO 400,000
Total 69,500,000

Water and Sanitation
There is evidence of an emerging global 

water and sanitation crisis that threatens lives, 

sustainable development and even peace and 

security. Kenya is among the countries that 

are facing that threat, having already been 

classified among the world’s water scarce 

countries. Since 2002, the GoK has been 

implementing reforms that have transformed 

the country’s water sector into a better 

organised sector that has received well over 

Ksh28 billion (€233 million) in investments – 

over 14 times more than it received in 2002.

Kenya is one of the biggest recipients of funds 

from the African Caribbean Pacific (ACP) EU 

Water Facility, with the EU investing close 

to Ksh9 billion (at least €75 million) in the 

country’s water and sanitation sector. As a 

result of this joint investment, residents of 

water scarce regions such as Matungulu in 

Machakos no longer have to walk for up to 

seven hours daily to access safe drinking 

water as water kiosks are now within the 

reach of their homes thus saving time and 

energy for other activities.

Turkana Millennium 
Development Goals WASH 
Programme
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Construction of 
an institutional 
latrine at 
Napetet Primary 
School,Tturkana

Turkana Millennium 
Development Goals WASH 
Programme

Thousands of people in Turkana now have 

access to safe, clean water thanks to this EU 

funded project implemented by a consortium 

of four partners: Oxfam, International Rescue 

Committee, Practical Action and Rift Valley 

Water Service Board. The EU contribution is 

€2.3 million out of a total cost of €3.4 million.

The project targets one of Kenya’s most 

vulnerable and needy counties (Turkana) 

where poverty levels are at an estimated 94.5% 

and where water and sanitation coverage is at 

a minimum. The project is rehabilitating and 

developing new water sources using small-

scale appropriate technologies (solar pumps, 

low maintenance deep well hand pumps). At 

the project end in June 2014, an estimated 

60,000 people will have access to safe, clean 

water. The impact of this project can already 

be felt. Over 111 new and rehabilitated water 

supply systems across Turkana County have 

been developed (these include 18 shallow 

wells, 33 rehabilitated water points, 21 

upgraded water points, 6 water conservation 

structures and 33 boreholes). In addition, 226 

water treatment kits have been distributed.

“If this project had not been funded or 

done, people here would lose their major 

source of livelihood (livestock) or migrate 

with their animals to areas with good 

pastures and watering points but prone to 

insecurity incidents. Children would also 

stop attending schools leading to low/

poor education standards. Prevalence of 

water borne diseases would be a norm 

leading to high mortality rates and poor 

economic growth. We are very grateful 

for the support.”

Musa Edung, a beneficiary of 

Kaenyangaluk water point

A total of 938 community improved latrines 

have been constructed, out of a target of 

1,000. The community use of locally made 

sanitation facilities and safe hygienic practices, 

including hand washing with soap (or ash) 

after toilet use and before food preparation, 

is a step in the  right direction to addressing 

the risk of hygiene related diseases. Currently, 

13 primary schools that serve a total of 7,600 
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Kwa Mwaura 
Borehole

pupils are benefiting from new safe and 

sustainable sanitation facilities with separate 

latrines for girls and boys and cubicles to 

address the needs of physically challenged 

pupils. In addition, 26 schools with a student 

population of 14,500 are new practitioners of 

good hygiene practices and change agents 

among their local communities. In total, the 

project has reached over 58,000 people to 

date.

Improving Access to Water 
and Sanitation in Matungulu 
and Masinga Districts

Improving access to water and sanitation in 

Matungulu and Masinga Districts is a project 

funded by the EU and implemented by Plan 

International Inc. and Sustainable Agriculture 

Community Development Programme 

(SACDEP) as a local partner.

The project is being implemented over 

four years (2011-2015) with the objective of 

improving access to safe water, sanitation 

and good hygiene related practices. This 

will be achieved through improving the 

quality, coverage and management of water 

supply and sanitation services in rural areas. 

The project aims to build the capacity 

of communities and the GoK to achieve 

and sustain water, sanitation and hygiene 

outcomes, and supporting communities to 

improve their own hygiene practices.  

“All the pupils in this school were 

suffering due to lack of enough latrines. 

We, the girls were seriously suffering 

because we had to strain waiting in the 

long queues. At times we had to ask 

permission during class time so as to 

rush to the latrines to avoid the break 

time queues. We really feel relieved after 

the completion of this four-door block 

and we are very happy. The latrines 

provide the privacy we need.”

Naomi Mueke - a girl from Matema 

Primary School health club, Machakos

The project contributes to the national policy 

on water and sanitation to achieve related 
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WSTF: A busy 
WSTF financed 
water kiosk with 
people queuing 
to buy their 
water

countrywide Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) targets. It also uses community-

based mechanisms and an implementation 

methodology that can be replicated in other 

districts by relevant government ministries.

To date, over 14,000 people have access to 

sanitation facilities and 48,000 have access to 

clean drinking water because of this project. 

The total value of the project is €2.5 million 

and the EC contribution is €1.8 million.

Water Services Trust Fund 
(WSTF)

More than 1.4 million Kenyans in urban low-

income areas have received improved access 

to water thanks to this project funded by 

the German Development Cooperation. 

The WSTF is a national financial institution 

that was created in the course of Kenya’s 

sector reform programme. It pools national 

and international resources to enhance the 

provision of water and sanitation services 

to contribute to improved health and living 

conditions. The WSTF has a strong pro-

poor focus and aims to reach eight million 

urban residents, who live in low-income, 

marginalised areas and have no access to safe 

drinking water or sanitation facilities. WSTF uses 

national systems to finance water kiosks, yard 

taps, tanks, sanitation facilities and sewer lines 

while also assisting the service providers with 

capacity building.

“The situation before the formalised services 

were brought to us was terrible, the water 

was controlled and supplied by a few people 

(cartels) who harassed us by selling water, 

which is a basic human need, at a very high 

fee. They also created artificial shortages so 

as to exploit us even more.”

An oversight committee member, Mathare-

Kosovo, Nairobi

The eight-year project kicked off in 2008 and has 

supported water projects all over the country. 

KfW has contributed €17.5 million on behalf 

of the German Government with additional 

technical support provided by GIZ while the EU 

contributed €10 million. A 2010 survey among 

beneficiaries confirmed that the project has 

achieved many desired effects including a drop 

in waterborne diseases; less time and money 

spent on fetching water and improved overall 

household hygiene.
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“With the support of our partners, 

NAWASSCO (water service provider) is 

now able to launch the biggest pre-paid 

water meter system on pilot basis in 

Kenya to extend and improve our water 

coverage to thousands of households in a 

way that reduces the cost of water for the 

consumers and allows us to recover our 

operational expenses.”

Managing Director, Nakuru Water and 

Sanitation Services Company Limited 

(NAWASSCO)

Bridging Support to the 
Kenyan Water Sector
Rural Water and Sanitation 
Services through the WSTF 
(one component)

Whereas Germany has assisted WSTF to 

provide the urban poor with safe drinking 

water, Sweden and Finland have focussed their 

support to the same institution on providing 

water and sanitation services to the under-

served in rural areas of Kenya, as well as 

building capacity for local water resources 

management. WSTF channels funds from 

Sweden and Finland to community-based 

organisations (CBOs) which are given the 

responsibility of managing their own water 

and sanitation facilities, ensure that people 

pay for the water used and that water 

tariffs cover maintenance and repairs of the 

system. Funds are also channelled to Water 

Resource Users Associations (WRUAs) made 

up of community groups who get together 

to protect and manage the water resources 

in a pre-determined area (sub-catchment) 

to ensure better quality and quantity. A 

management plan with priority activities is 

developed and implemented.

“We used to wake up at 3am to go fetch 

water, only coming back home at 10am 

with water that was still inadequate. We 

risked our lives due to wild animals at 

that hour, and could not maintain hygiene 

due to water scarcity.”

CBO Official, Antuanduru Luthie Water 

and Sanitation Project, Meru

WRUAs also ensure that people at the 

grassroots are using water responsibly, 

not throwing rubbish into or polluting the 

water. Many of these associations and the 

community-based organisations are led by 

strong women leaders because traditionally, 
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Sasumua Dam under construction

it was the duty of women to fetch water in 

communities, so this issue is close to their 

hearts.

By June 2013 the Swedish and Finnish funds 

had ensured that an estimated 332,000 people 

in rural areas of Kenya had increased access to 

water and sanitation services. The pit latrines 

in schools have resulted in improved sanitation 

access for boys and girls during school hours. 

Incidences of diarrhoea have been reduced, 

which can be attributed to improved hygiene 

practices and availability of water. Through 

pro-poor policies, funding has been targeted 

at the poor and underserved citizens in rural 

areas, thus contributing towards achieving 

MDG 7c (By 2015, halve the proportion of 

people without sustainable access to safe 

drinking water and basic sanitation). Sweden 

has contributed €2.8 million and Finland €4.5 

million to the project which ended in 2013.

“I would like to commend the Water 

Services Trust Fund for achieving this 

objective by working closely with the 

Water Services Boards, licensed Water 

Service Providers and community 

organisations country-wide. In this regard, 

we are glad to note that since its creation 

the Water Services Trust Fund has been 

able to reach 560,000 Kenyans through 

successful implementation of 182 projects 

in its rural window, 530,000 under the 

UNICEF programme, 1.4 million under 

water resources conservation programme 

and 1.4 million through the Urban Projects 

Concept. In other words, the livelihoods of 

3.4 million Kenyans have been improved 

through the Water Services Trust Fund 

efforts.”

Hon. Prof. Judi Wakhungu, Cabinet 

Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Water 

and Natural Resources, Kenya

Supply of drinking water to 
Nairobi
Rehabilitation and Extension of 
Nairobi Water system

The objective of the project which began in 

2006 was to secure and increase the capacities 

of the Nairobi water and sanitation systems, 

by rehabilitating essential infrastructure. It 

included the production system for drinking 

water from Sasumua, which supplies the West 

part of Nairobi, whose altitude is higher, and 

that of Ngethu-Thika Dam, which is the main 

source. Certain key points of the Nairobi water 

and sanitation systems and networks were 

also improved so as to significantly reduce 

the deficit of drinking water and the disposal 

of untreated water into the environment. This 

project was co-financed by AFD (€62 million) 

and the World Bank.

The final project was made up of five lots: 

rehabilitation of Sasumua Dam which had been 

destroyed by floods in 2003; rehabilitation of 

the Ngethu and Sasumua treatment plants; 

rehabilitation of the water transportation 
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Completed Sasumua Dam

pipes and construction of a fourth pipe towards 

Gigiri then Kabete reservoirs; rehabilitation of 

the sewer networks and the Dandora Water 

treatment plant; construction of kiosks and 

toilet blocks and the extension of water and 

sanitation networks in the informal areas.

Technical support was also provided to the 

Nairobi City Water and Sewerage Company 

(NCWSC), to reduce high loss of water which 

stood at 40%. This loss is double what should 

be considered as acceptable. Collection ratio 

was 75% compared with a benchmark of at 

least 95% for the best performing utilities. The 

amelioration of these two key ratios was one 

of the major challenges for optimisation of the 

water system and its financial equilibrium.

Apart from rehabilitating and securing Sasumua 

Dam, which made possible a 30% increase of 

the water production, one of the successes of 

the project was to increase the water supply 

to the areas of Nairobi which suffer the most 

water shortage. More than 50 kiosks and toilet 

blocks were built in the poorest areas of the 

city (Kibera, Mathare, Soweto, and Embakasi).

This project also led to the establishment of a 

master plan for the production and supply of 

water to the city for the next 20 years. This 

master plan was launched in September 2012 

and laid the foundations for the future AFD-

World Bank-KfW project of €235 million. The 

EU contribution to this project is €5 million.

Water Operator Partnership 
Mombasa

This project has improved water services 

in Mombasa County through a partnership 

between Mombasa Water Supply and 

Sanitation Company (MOWASCO), the Coast 

Water services Board and Dutch Water 

utilities Vitens, Evides and Aquanet.

The project aims to achieve improved access 

to water and sanitation facilities to residents 

of Mombasa and the areas covered by the 

Coast Water Services Board- Taita Taveta, 

Kwale, Kilifi and Malindi. The project’s main 

goal is to increase access to water and 

sanitation by 80,000 people in Mombasa, 

mainly in the low-income areas using pro-
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Construction of 
the main road in 
Korogocho

Staff of 
Mowasco, 
together with 
an expert from 
Vitens-Evides, 
mapping the 
pipe network 
in Bombolulu, a  
low income area 
in Mombasa,  to 
assess where 
new pipes and 
water meters 
should be 
installed in order 
to increase the 
neighbourhood’s 
access to water, 
restrict water 
loss and increase 
revenues

poor models developed elsewhere in Kenya. 

It seeks to stem water losses through illegal 

connections and leaks and increase revenues 

for MOWASCO. The Dutch utilities provided 

technical assistance to help MOWASCO 

achieve these objectives.

The four-year project which started in 2013 has 

been funded by the Netherlands (€3.9 million) 

with a contribution of €3.5 million from other 

partners. It aims to increase water availability 

by 26,000 m3/day and develop proposals for 

capacity extension and industrial re-use of 

wastewater. It expects to increase the hours 

of water supply to at least 12 hours/day and 

increase cost recovery to 15% of the costs of 

operation and maintenance.

Kenya Italy Debt for 
Development Programme 
(KIDDP)
Korogocho Slum Upgrading

At the July 2005 G8 Summit in Gleneagles, 

Scotland, G8 leaders pledged to cancel the 

debt of the world’s most indebted countries, 

most of which are located in Africa. Italy is 

the first and only country having undertaken 

a debt-for-development swap operation with 

Kenya. The initiative is a ten-year programme 

aimed at converting part of the debt owed 

by the Government of Kenya to the Italian 

Government into development projects for a 

total amount of €44 million divided into ten 

annual instalments (€4.4 million per year).
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The Programme’s objective is to assist Kenya 

in achieving sustainable economic growth, 

increase employment creation and poverty 

alleviation. It is focused on four sectors: 

Water, Health, Vocational Training and Slum 

Upgrading. The Slum Upgrading component 

of the KIDDP, in line with the “Kenya Slum 

Upgrading Programme (KENSUP)” aims 

at upgrading Korogocho slum in order to 

improve the living and working conditions of 

its residents and is implemented through a 

participatory process involving the community 

as well as Community-Based Organisations.

“I was born and have lived and grown up 

in Korogocho. It was a challenge growing 

up in Korogocho; lack of play areas, 

vulnerability to drugs and illegal brews, 

the choking smoke from the dumping site 

are just a few of the problems. Korogocho, 

as its name depicts is a place of many 

problems, it has poor access roads that 

are muddy and impassable when it rains. 

The drainage system is also bad with 

waste water finding its way to the open 

drains.

“Insecurity is high and cases of violent 

murders or inter ethnic-conflict are 

quite many. This is partly due to the high 

unemployment in the slum. Although 

the community is careful to engage 

development partners due to past failures 

of upgrading programmes, the perception 

is changing and now the people are very 

positive towards KIDDP and are willing to 

participate in its programms. They now 

see this as a reality and an opportunity 

to improve their living conditions and 

standards.”

Frederick Odhiambo Ayieko, former 

secretary Korogocho Residents 

Committee

Consultative meetings have been held with 

and between the community representatives, 

faith based organisations and government 

institutions with the aim of sensitising the 

community on the project’s objectives as 

well as their role and participation in the up-

grading project. Water tanks have been set 

up in every village of Korogocho to provide 

the residents with clean, safe water. The 

Korogocho foot bridge linking Korogocho to 

Dandora has been built. The first phase of the 

construction of the Korogocho Dispensary/

Maternity has been completed and phase II 

will be done in 2014. It will become the first 

government health facility in the area. Four 

roads have also been constructed in the slum 

making it easier to access.

A committee to represent the residents of 

the slum has been elected and the members 

trained on leadership. Officials from the 

Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban 

Development and UN-Habitat assisted by 

the committee carried out a census to map 

out and identify the owners of structures in 

the slum. The information collected helped 

to inform the Sustainable Integrated Plan 

of Korogocho which has been done. The 

upgrading of Korogocho slum cost Ksh430 

million (€3.6 million). 
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Environmental 
Conservation
Kenya’s economic growth is dependent upon 

the state of its natural resources. Over the 

years however, its forest cover and natural 

resource base especially in the high potential 

areas has deteriorated due to pressure from 

increased population. The Mau Forest is 

among the ecosystems that the GoK has 

committed itself to restoring along with six 

other water towers that are crucial to the 

country’s well-being.

The EU has joined hands with the government 

to support the rehabilitation of the Mau 

Ecosystem through an allocation of Ksh232 

million (€2.3 million) to rehabilitate critical 

watershed areas in the Northern Mau 

Complex. The project is implemented by 

the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP). Other than restoration of the water 

tower, the project aims to create a sustainable 

basis for its conservation and management for 

the benefit of local, national and international 

stakeholders.

The project is being implemented with World 

Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) East Africa 

regional office, Kenya Water Tower Agency 

(KWTA) and Kenya Forest Service (KFS). 

Three main outputs are expected: first, to build 

the capacity of the KWTA (previously the 

Interim Coordinating Secretariat); secondly 

to enhance local community livelihoods; and 

thirdly, to rehabilitate degraded hotspots in the 

Mau landscape. Work on the restoration of the 

Mau Forest has seen the improvement of water 

levels in rivers that feed into Lake Nakuru and 

Lake Victoria – an outcome that assures Kenya 

of sustained tourism activity, better supply of 

water and improved livelihoods.
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Strengthening Adaptation and 
Resilience to Climate Change 
in Kenya (StARCK)

The programme focuses on Institutional 

Strengthening for Climate Change through 

establishment of national policy and regulatory 

framework, Private Sector innovation and 

investment in low carbon and adaptation 

services/products, and civil society advocacy 

for improved climate change governance. 

The main goal is to enable Kenya achieve the 

MDGs and realise sustainable growth through 

improved response to climate change risks 

and opportunities.

The five year project (2011 – 2016) receives 

£24.8 million equivalent to €30 million from 

the United Kingdom. Results expected are 

increased resilience to current and future 

climate impacts at the national and local level 

as well as increased clean energy access. 

By the time the programme ends, 975,000 

people will have been supported to cope with 

effects of climate change and 358,000 people 

will have improved access to clean energy. 

Some £19.3m private sector finance will have 

been mobilised for climate change purposes 

and 225,000 people will have been reached 

in climate change outreach activities as well 

as the implementation of the National Climate 

Change Action Plan/Financing Mechanism. 

Business Sector Programme 
Support phase II
Mushroom Blue – turning waste 
into food

Mushroom Blue is a project implemented 

under the third component of Denmark’s 

Business Sector Programme Support Phase II 

whose overall goal is to create employment, 

especially for young women and men in 

micro, small and medium sized enterprises. 

The five-year programme ending in 2015 

is funded to the tune of 320 DKK million 

(€42.8 million). Component three of the 

programme is implemented by Alliance 

for Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) and 

Climate Innovation Centre (CIC). It provides 

incentives for innovation and piloting green 

energy. This component aims to ensure 

incentives for innovative entrepreneurs in 

Kenya, enabling them to exploit market 

opportunities offered by the emerging 

market of climate change technology. At 

the same time, its purpose is to catalyse 

investments in new companies, products and 

services. Fifty new green businesses were 

supported under the programme in 2013, 

including Mushroom Blue, a CIC project.

Mushroom Blue is an enterprise that 

engages in production of shiitake and oyster 

mushrooms. Mushrooms utilise plant material 

for their growth and development. Coffee 

processing at the factory and consumption 

level produces waste in form of pulp, husks 

and spent grounds which more often than 

not are left to rot in landfills contributing to 

emission of greenhouse gases. Mushroom 

Blue uses this agro-processing waste to 

grow mushrooms.

The company sources for coffee waste 

from local coffee millers and high quality 

spawn from a local university researching 

on mushrooms. The waste is processed, 

sterilised, packed in growing bags and 

inoculated with spawn to professionally 

produce ready-to-grow bags which can be 

sold to local mushroom farmers.

“Without the support of partners 

like Danida, we would not be able to 

reach and to support so many good 

innovations in green energy in Kenya…” 

CIC & REACT.
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Many restaurants and five star hotels are 

beginning to incorporate mushroom cuisines 

in their menus. This initiative will help 

use waste recycling for food production 

and reduce carbon accumulation due to 

conversion of waste into feed, fodder and 

organic fertiliser. It will also contribute to 

reduction of unemployment through creation 

of jobs along the value chain.

Sustainable Land and Water 
Management for People, 
Business and nature in the 
Lake Naivasha basin

A few years ago, the water level in Lake 

Naivasha was very low and the water was 

polluted due to the use of pesticides by 

farmers upstream. The Integrated Water 

Resources Action Plan Programme for Lake 

Naivasha, aims to create enabling conditions 

for water regulation and governance, 

sustainable land and natural resources use 

and sustainable development in the Lake 

Naivasha Basin, located in the counties of 

Nakuru and Nyandarua.

The project is a partnership between 

civil society, government, businesses 

and knowledge institutes which support 

sustainable economic development in the 

basin, while ensuring ecological conservation 

and biodiversity. Netherlands has put Ksh420 

million (€3.5 million) into the four-year project 

that started in 2012.

The project is proving to be successful 

and has led to increased capacity to 

manage water resources at the local water 
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governance institutions, such as the Water 

Resources Management Authority (WRMA). 

Headwater protection in the water towers of 

the Aberdares and Mau escarpment has led 

to more secure water availability downstream 

for smallholder farmers, businesses and 

nature. Users of Lake Naivasha’s water now 

pay a certain fee through the Payment for 

Environmental Services (PES) scheme which 

Developing resilient 
conservancies
Strategic Plan 2012-2016 of 
the Northern Rangelands Trust

The Northern Rangelands Trust is an umbrella 

organisation for (currently) 26 community 

conservancies in the North of Kenya. The 

Netherlands supported the implementation 

of its Strategic Plan 2012-2016 whose main 

objective is to help community conservancies 

to enhance livelihoods, secure peace and 

has helped to increase responsible use of 

the water.

The Kenya Flower Council (KFC) now 

requires that flower firms which want the 

Kenyan flower certification that provides 

access to international markets, first 

demonstrate improved management of land 

and water before getting certified.

conserve natural resources. The main impact 

of the project is that an area of over 25,000 sq 

km covering Baringo, Garissa, Isiolo, Laikipia, 

Marsabit, Meru and Samburu has been 

preserved in a way that benefits both people 

and nature. Netherlands has contributed €2 

million into the 3-year project which started 

in 2012.

“The flexible funding that the Netherlands 

provides is crucial for our operations.”

Mike Harrison, CEO, Northern Rangelands 

Trust
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Governance, Justice, Law and Order

2013 Disbursements (in €)

Netherlands 5,500,000
Finland 5,400,000
Denmark 4,500,000
UK 12,300,000
Sweden 6,400,000
Germany 5,200,000
EUD 900,000

Total 40,200,000

The EU recognises the strong link between 

economic and political reforms and has 

worked closely with Kenya to champion good 

governance, economic and public sector 

reform, democratisation and human rights. 

In particular, the EU has been a key partner 

in Kenya’s journey to constitutional reform 

which has been principally led by Kenyans, for 

Kenyans, culminating in the promulgation of 

The Constitution of Kenya 2010 in August.

Two years before that national milestone 

event, the EU worked in close partnership 

with the government to design a programme 

to support the implementation of the 

Constitution, based on the political pillar of 

the Kenya Vision 2030. Five years on, the EU 

and GoK – through the Ministry of Devolution 

and Planning - are in the process of rolling out 

a Ksh3.75 billion (€31.2 million) project that is 

aimed at turning the promise of devolution 

into reality by providing staff in the country’s 

47 county governments with the technical 

capacity and the financial resources to 

deliver on their key mandate of championing 

local economic development to the benefit 

of their communities over the next five years.

Bridging the Divide through 
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Bridging divides through 
Accountable Governance 
(BDAG)

This EU funded (€9.2 million) programme 

seeks to make Kenya’s public institutions 

more accountable and more responsive 

to citizens’ views and current governance 

reforms in Kenya. The programme is working 

with the Department of Justice to develop a 

new policy on access to justice and with the 

Ministry of Devolution and Planning on raising 

awareness of devolution. The programme 

supported the electoral commission in the 

preparation of the 2010 referendum and the 

2013 elections. Finally, the programme also 

funds grassroots NGOs for their work on 

governance through a contribution to the 

UNDP basket fund Amkeni Wakenya which 

is described in more detail elsewhere in this 

chapter.

The EU funding supports the ongoing 

activities of the National Legal Aid Awareness 

Programme (NALEAP) and the Kenya Law 

Reform Commission (KLRC). There are 

several projects under the BDAG and they are 

covered in more detail below.

“Unlike what most people believe, I now 

know that even the poor have rights in 

Kenya.”

Vincent Sihoho, Kisumu resident and a 

beneficiary of the NALEAP

“What the European Union and NALEAP 

are doing is the best thing that this 

country has been waiting for since 

independence. We are here ready to 

impact to people who will go to the 

ground and assist others.”

James Mangerere, President, Mediation 

Training Institute East Africa

Capacity building for county assemblies

The purpose of this programme is to 

contribute to a systematic and sustainable 

improvement of capacity of the senior 

officers of the Local Authorities on devolution 

and conduct of business by the County 

Assemblies so as to be effective and efficient 

in service provision to county governments. 

Staff in all the 47 counties have been trained 

to broaden their knowledge of devolution, 

structures and operations of county 

governments. They have also been trained on 

new financial management regulations and 

budget preparation in line with the Public 

Finance Management Act of 2011. The first 

national survey of all counties was completed 

in December 2013. The survey sought to 

identify the technical gaps in skills levels at 

the counties. Analysis of the data is ongoing.

Auditing and Harmonisation of Existing 

Legislation

Through this project, the EU is working with 
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the KLRC to audit 600 existing laws with the 

aim of aligning and harmonising them with 

the Constitution of Kenya. The audit was 

completed and a report released in January 

2014. The EU contribution to this project was 

Ksh5 million (€42,000)

Development of model laws for county 

governments

The programme is supporting KLRC to develop 

templates for laws that can be customised 

by county governments. The model laws 

will ensure that there is standardisation and 

a uniform approach in the operations of 

all counties while facilitating efficiency in 

carrying out their functions particularly in 

respect of service delivery. The counties are 

at different stages of developing model laws. 

Some like Nairobi are already enacting model 

laws while some like Mandera are still in the 

process of hiring legal experts to draft their 

model laws.

Providing the poor with Legal Aid

Access to justice in Kenya has always been 

difficult since independence for the most 

disadvantaged members of the society. This is 

because they do not know their fundamental 

rights and how the justice system works. A 

great majority of Kenyans do not have the 

financial resources to hire legal representation 

when needed. In particular, persons accused 

of capital offences such as robbery with 

violence risk the death penalty yet they lack 

the technical knowledge of the law. Until a 

new constitution was enacted in 2010, the 

government had no obligation to offer legal 

assistance and this was left up to NGOs and 

Pro Bono lawyers.

The main goal of the project is to promote 

access to justice by creating a national legal 

aid system while improving the capacity of 

the NGOs, institutions and lawyers currently 

assisting the people in need of legal services. 

This project is being implemented by NALEAP 

in partnership with the Department of Justice 

and the Office of the Attorney General. Thanks 

to this programme, the government has 

prepared the bill and policy that sets a legal 

aid national scheme. NALEAP has trained 120 

probono lawyers, 210 experts in alternative 

dispute resolution and mediation, 260 trainers 

of trainers for self representation of detainees 

risking life imprisonment and 64 paralegals 

and prison officers on criminal law. Finally, the 

project has also, created a platform for regular 

dialogue among the stakeholders in the justice 

sector and equipped legal resource centres 

throughout the country. The EU contribution 

to this project is €700,000.

Community Empowerment to 
Access and Demand Justice 
(CEADJ)

The project sought to address the problems 

facing millions of micro and small-scale traders 

in Nairobi for instance arbitrary harassments 

and arrests, extortion and abuse of women 

traders and those with disability. The project 

organised and empowered the traders which 

enabled them to influence and work with 

Nairobi City Council officials in improving their 

work environment by addressing some of the 

challenges they faced in the course of their 

work. The project also sensitised City Council 

officials on the issues of the traders and built 

their capacity to improve service delivery to 

the traders.

The main objective of this project was to 

contribute to improvement of the rights of 

the poor and marginalised men and women 

in urban informal settlements and their 

integration into the judicial and executive 

systems. It was implemented by Oxfam in 

partnership with the Kenya Private Sector 

Alliance (KEPSA) and Umande Trust, a local 

NGO.
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The three and a half year EU funded (€45,000) 

project ended in 2013 and was implemented 

in three informal settlements in Nairobi - 

Kibera, Mukuru and Korogocho. More than 

half (58%) of the direct beneficiaries reported 

reduction in harassment by the authorities 

as a result of the project. As a result, 65% 

of the traders reported being involved by 

the government in decisions that affected 

them and 36% of traders were provided 

with secure trading spaces. The SME Act 

(Law of Small and Micro Enterprises) which 

commits government to providing SMEs with 

permanent trading spaces and soft loans for 

business financing was enacted during this 

project’s implementation.

Turkana Community 
Engagement in Democratic 
Reforms
Akuruan Angitunga a Turkan 
(Awakening of the Turkana)

This EU funded project seeks to ensure 

the rights of the poor and marginalised in 

Turkana County through their engagement in 

political, social and economic systems at the 

community, county and national levels. The EU 

contributed 95% of the total budget for the 

project (€285,000) which began in 2012 and 

is expected to end in 2015. It is implemented 

by Oxfam in partnership with LOKADO, a local 

NGO.

The project builds on the successes of the 

EU funded “Turkana community engagement 

in good governance”, also implemented by 

Oxfam, which resulted in significant progress 

towards empowering communities to 

participate in local governance and hold local 

leaders accountable. The new project was 

designed to build the capacity of the County 

Government in order to deliver policies and 

services in an accountable and transparent 

manner and enable increased citizen 

participation in decision making and priority 

setting such as in the budget processes, 

County Integrated Plans, Urban plans, 
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Spatial Plans and Sectorial Plans. Its main 

focus is geared towards achieving increased 

involvement and participation of women in 

decision making processes at the political and 

service delivery levels.

Training has taken place for the 33 Members 

of County Assembly on the legislation process 

and priority setting in the budget process. 

Fifteen nominated women members of the 

County Assembly have also been trained on 

the legislation process, affirmative action 

according to the Constitution of Kenya 2010 

and County Government Act 2012 and the 

role of special seats nominees in ensuring 

inclusiveness in the legislative agenda.

“We are in the process of registering our 

Women Contractors Company to access a 

third of tendering in the CDF and County 

projects tender offers as women after the 

training. As women in Turkana County 

we deserve our share of tenders to build 

our economic base so that we can have 

the same logistical capacity as men when 

vying for political positions be it at the 

ward, county or even national level.” 

Ajikon, Lokichoggio Ward Women Leader, 

Turkana

Citizens of Turkana County are increasingly 

participating and holding county governance 

institutions accountable. The project has 

reached a total of 900 members of the 

reported groups (social audit groups and 

citizen participatory groups). The Social Audit 

Groups in Kakuma ward have compelled 

the previous and current committees on the 

unfinished Kakuma District Hospital previously 

reported to have been constructed by the 

joint efforts of the Constituency Development 

Fund (CDF) and the Local Authority Transfer 

Fund (LATF) devolved funds to account for 

the unfinished work.

Amkeni Wakenya Civil Society 
Democratic Governance 
Support Programme

Amkeni Wakenya is Swahili for “Kenyans 

Arise”. Well conducted, peaceful, free and 

fair elections are necessary for Kenya’s 

stability, growth and development but 

cannot be attained without citizen 

participation. Amkeni Wakenya was set 

up to promote democratic governance in 

Kenya through active citizen participation 

with a focus on justice, devolution, human 

rights and strengthening civil society 

through capacity building. The programme 

is a basket fund managed by UNDP-Kenya 

in which the EU, Netherlands and Sweden 

contribute. It is implemented through grant 

making, capacity building, and learning and 

knowledge management and covers all the 

47 counties in the country. The programme 

is particularly instrumental in reaching out 

to small rural based organisations that are 

usually outside the scope of donors.

Support to civil society is a key priority area 

for the Netherlands. This is why it supports 

Amkeni Wakenya. Civil Society Organisations 

(CSOs) are strategic partners in a position 

to provide valuable input into the process 

of implementation of the Constitution by 

involving people at the grassroots level. As 

devolution takes shape, civil society needs to 

be strengthened to monitor and exercise the 

watchdog function. Netherlands contributed 

€1.4 million to Amkeni Wakenya in 2013.

“Through the support and capacity 

building by Amkeni Wakenya, the 

Centre is now empowered to conduct 

an oversight role over the County 

Government, to demand accountability, 

financial transparency and for 

information on behalf of citizens. CHRCE 
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has also been able to litigate on behalf 

of citizens in cases around violation of 

human rights and corruption thereby 

enabling them to claim their rights. The 

CHRCE is now a point of call by residents 

of lower Easter region where questions 

of government accountability and human 

rights are concerned. So far the Centre 

has managed to institute a number 

of successful cases in court over land 

rights on behalf of widows, and to halt 

fraudulent appropriation of public land. 

Such successes would not have been 

possible without the support of Amkeni 

Wakenya programme.”

The Executive Director of Centre for 

Human Rights and Civic Education 

(CHRCE) in Mwingi

Main outcomes in 2013 
In the run up to the 2013 General Elections, 

Amkeni Wakenya contributed to enhanced 

civic education on the electoral process 

leading to a better informed electorate, 

and to reduction of tensions, leading to 

peaceful general elections. Through support 

to 48 CSOs, women, youth and people with 

disabilities were targeted to stand for elective 

positions. This led to an increased number 

of women and youth elected to the county 

and national assemblies (21% women). There 

was increased citizen awareness on the 

Constitution in relation to the elections, with 

560,000 citizens reached directly and six 

million indirectly. There was also enhanced 

media campaign on civic and voter education 

with a focus on peaceful elections and fair 

participation of women.

 

Amkeni Wakenya’s support under access 

to justice led to the establishment of nine 

Community Justice Centres with over 

2,000 cases received with an increase in 

the proportion of cases (56%) receiving 

attention from paralegals in these centres. In 

order to ensure that citizen participation is 

institutionalised, 16 citizen county oversight 

committees were formed and trained on 

devolution; 32 reports were received and 

12 petitions lodged with the committees. In 

Nakuru County for instance, as a result of the 

awareness raised, the oversight committee 

successfully petitioned in the High Court 

against the unprocedural appointment of the 

County Executive and members of the County 

Public Service Board that was stopped and 

started afresh leading to a new process in 

accordance with the law and the Constitution.

Amkeni Wakenya: 
Reconciling 
communities 
using choral 
verses to 
encourage 
dialogue in Kibera 
- a project of 
Pillars of Kibera 
CBO, an Amkeni 
Wakenya partner.
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“As affirmed by the UN Secretary General, 

civil society is central to advancing the work 

of the United Nations not only for human 

rights, but also for peace and security as 

well as development.”

UNDP-Kenya Deputy Country Director 

Alfredo Teixeira in recognition of the 

importance of Amkeni Wakenya CSOs 

during the 2013 annual civil society week.

Integrated Public Complaints 
Referral Mechanism (IPCRM)
“Sema! Piga Ripoti! IPCRM- 
Your Complaints Referral 
Centre”

Until recently, if a Kenyan in Kisumu, Wajir 

or Mombasa wanted to make a complaint 

regarding human rights violations, corruption, 

maladministration or discrimination, he or 

she would be forced to travel all the way to 

Nairobi where the oversight agencies such as 

the Kenya National Commission on Human 

Rights (KNCHR) had their offices. It was 

expensive, time consuming and discouraged 

many people from seeking justice when 

wronged. The Constitution of Kenya 2010 

provides for multiple oversight agencies with 

the mandate to receive and resolve public 

complaints but all of them were based in 

Kenya’s capital, Nairobi with no adequate 

physical presence in the regions. The limited 

reach of these agencies negatively impacted 

effective service delivery in the regions. In 

addition, the confusing variety of agencies 

resulted in a significant number of ineligible 

complaints lodged by the public per agency. 

For example, in 2009/2010, only 29% of all 

public complaints received by the Kenya 

Anti-Corruption Commission were within the 

Commission’s mandate.

To solve this problem, the German 

Development Cooperation (GIZ, Good 

Governance Programme) brought together 

several oversight agencies with a preventive 

and investigative mandate to seek an 

innovative solution. These consultations 

resulted in the establishment of an Integrated 

Public Complaints Referral Mechanism 

(IPCRM) which is essentially an integrated 

decentralised platform for the receipt, 

processing and management of public 

complaints.

The organisations participating in this 

project are the Ethics and Anti-Corruption 

Commission (EACC), Commission on 

Official launch of 
IPCRM Centre in 

Kisumu in August 
2012
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Administrative Justice (CAJ), the National 

Cohesion and Integration Commission (NCIC) 

and KNCHR. Others are the National Anti-

Corruption Campaign Steering Committee 

(NACCSC), Transparency International Kenya 

(TI-Kenya) as well as various CBO’s.

Wherever one of the agencies has a local 

branch, it functions as a one stop referral 

centre and clearing house, accepting all 

kind of complaints from the public outside 

its own mandate on behalf of the other 

oversight agencies. It refers the complaints 

through a simple Internet-based system to 

the sister institution and also provides the 

complainant with the response from the 

relevant institution. IPCRM further promotes a 

healthy competition among the participating 

agencies by streamlining best practices and 

agreeing on joint standards.

“With the introduction of IPCRM, the long 

and tedious manual referral of cases to 

KNCHR, CAJ and NCIC to Nairobi has been 

simplified as you only enter the details of 

the case being reported by a complainant 

and relay it electronically. A procedure that 

has simplified the referral processes.”

Gladys Amutavy, EACC Officer Kisumu, 

County

IPCRM will also provide a credible and 

reliable source of data on the failures of 

public institutions and facilitate evidence-

based interventions and collaborative action 

among the public complaints agencies. It will 

undertake joint public education campaigns 

on the various agencies mandates by 

enhancing public vigilance through increased 

reporting.

There are currently five IPCRM pilot centres 

in Kisumu, Kitale, Wajir, Nyeri, Mombasa and 

the initiative has already recorded successes. 

There has been a sharp increase in the number 

of complaint reports filed at the EACC Kisumu 

Office from an average of two per month to 

197, two months after the launch in August 

2012. In October 2013, the number of reported 

complaints to EACC through IPCRM increased 

further to 238 (thereof 127 referred to CAJ, 61 

to KNCHR, and 10 to NCIC). An additional 73 

related cases were addressed locally without 

entering into IPCRM.

The Kenya Governance 
Support Programme (KGSP)

KGSP is a five-year programme supported 

by Denmark (175 DKK million equivalent to 

€23.4 million) that will end in 2015. It aims to 

support the establishment of an open and 

healthy political environment that will benefit 

all Kenyans regardless of ethnicity, gender 

or status. The programme contributes to all 

three pillars of Kenya’s Vision 2030: economic, 

social and political. However, emphasis is on 

the political pillar, by supporting the Kenyan 

government to create and implement a 

democratic political system that is issue-

based, people-centred, result-oriented and 

accountable to the public.

Components of the programme
The programme has three components: first, 

in a joint effort with the British Department for 

International Development and the Canadian 

International Development Agency (CIDA) the 

Drivers of Accountability Programme (DAP) 

aims to uphold institutions and organisations 

that promote accountability, advocate for 

progress and endeavour to implement key 

reforms aligned with Kenya’s National Accord 

Agenda 4. It concentrates on achieving 

reduced impunity for elected representatives, 

officials and public institutions; 

implementation of key constitutional and 

electoral reforms by the next general election 

and the majority of legal provisions by 2014; 

and better service delivery through citizen 
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Likoni Community 
Development 
Project hosts 

a soccer 
tournament for 
peace in Likoni.

participation in decision-making. In addition, 

Danida is actively involved in strengthening 

the capacity and independence of the 

Kenyan media by supporting the Kenya Media 

Programme, which offers stipends to freelance 

journalists enabling them to preserve their 

independence.

Second, the public financial management 

component aims to reform the public financial 

management system to maintain macro-

economic stability, accelerate growth and 

develop transparent, accountable, ethical and 

result-oriented government institutions. The 

programme collaborates with the National 

Treasury and other development partners. In 

2013, the revenue-collection (taxes) increased 

by Ksh800 billion roughly equivalent to €6.7 

billion (Fiscal, July 2012 - June 2013).

“Arguably, the power of this kind of 

community security model is derived from 

its democratic character - the role played 

in it by every member of the community. 

Furthermore, their effectiveness is partly 

insured by their capacity to make linkages 

between the issues of insecurity and 

education, environmental management 

and drug abuse and alcoholism.”

Likoni Community Development 

Programme (LICODEP)

Third, the Peace and Security for 

Development component (PSD) is a 

network of five community-based civil 

society organisations on the Kenyan coast: 

the Coast Interfaith Council of Clerics, the 

Council of Imams and Preachers in Kenya, 

the Kenya Youth Muslim Alliance, the Likoni 

Development Programme, and Muslims for 

Human Rights. It aims to strengthen local 

security and secure long lasting peace in 

the coastal region by addressing the root 

causes of conflict including ethnicity, religion 

and resources, as well as the radicalisation 

of youth. It also seeks to help the CSOs 

to work with government agencies and 

other stakeholders to address issues of 

peace and security. The PSD network 

focuses on: educating community leaders 

on conflict management and resolution; 
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mobilising communities to participate in 

peace committees; advocacy at regional 

and national level on peace and security 

issues; engaging with government ministries, 

agencies, provincial administration and police; 

and intervention in areas where conflict 

threatens to break out. 

EU Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological and Nuclear 
(CBRN) Risk Mitigation Centre 
of Excellence

The objective of the EU CBRN Centre of 

Excellence Initiative is to help Kenya and the 

partner countries in the Central and Eastern 

African region better deal with risks related to 

CBRN materials or agents. Such risks may be of 

intentional, accidental or natural origin. The EU 

makes available expertise to partner countries 

in order to help countries identify potential 

CBRN risks, assess critical infrastructure and 

draw up emergency response plans in case 

of accidents. The CBRN Centre of Excellence 

Regional Secretariat for Central and Eastern 

Africa is in the process of being established 

and will be located in Nairobi. The programme 

will run for three years (2014–2017).  The global 

EU CBRN Centres of Excellence Initiative will 

cost €85.45 million.

The goal of the EU CBRN Initiative is to forge 

closer cooperation between countries in 

Central and Eastern Africa on CBRN issues by 

establishing a Centre of Excellence in Nairobi. 

Field visit 
to the JRC 
institute  of 
reference 
measurements 
and methods in 
Geel, Belgium
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The CBRN Centre of Excellence brings 

together national focal points (NFPs) and 

national CBRN experts from the eight partner 

countries in Central and Eastern Country. 

These NFPs undertake the work of drafting 

national CBRN needs assessments and action 

plans. Based on these action plans specific 

projects are identified which can be funded by 

the EU to strengthen CBRN preparedness.

The Central and Eastern African CBRN Centre 

of Excellence counts eight official partner 

countries: Burundi, the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo, Ghana, Kenya, Rwanda, Seychelles, 

Uganda and Zambia.  Other countries have 

expressed interest in joining. The official 

partner countries have nominated CBRN 

national focal points (NFPs), who in turn are 

responsible for constituting national CBRN 

teams. The national teams comprise officials 

from relevant government departments 

(health and security) and related agencies 

(such as emergency services). The EU is 

providing technical assistance to the NFP 

and the national team in raising awareness 

of and drawing attention to CBRN issues and 

challenges.       

In May 2013, a global CBRN Centre of 

Excellence Heads of Regional Secretariats 

meeting took place in Brussels. On this 

occasion the Central and Eastern Africa 

region was represented by the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Kenya. Furthermore, in 

October 2013, a global meeting of all National 

Focal Points took place in Brussels. Kenya is in 

the process of completing its national CBRN 

needs assessment, which is expected to feed 

into the formulation of a CBRN National 

Action Plan.

Ali Gakweli, the CBRN National Focal 

Point for Kenya, speaking in the context 

of a CBRN forum held in Nairobi on 25 

November 2013, informed that the CBRN 

CoE initiative was “…the result of the 

wish expressed by Kenya to put in place 

a platform where relevant agencies could 

discuss CBRN issues. Many agencies 

are involved with the handling of CBRN 

materials, but so far there has been 

little coordination, with most agencies 

working in a silo. The CBRN CoE offers a 

platform for interagency collaboration and 

networking.”
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Education and Training

2013 Grant Disbursements (in €)

Germany 130,000
UK 10,400,000
EUD 250,000
Total 10,780,000

In education, the mainstreaming of early 

childhood education (to ensure appropriate 

nutrition, recruitment and training of teachers 

across the country) is recognised by MTP2 as 

a flagship project. This is a new area for public 

education, which has so far been managed 

mostly by private institutions. However, all 

initiatives by the central government on early 

childhood education will have to be closely 

coordinated with the counties, as this area falls 

under devolved competence in accordance 

with Schedule IV of the Constitution. The 

additional stress on technical, vocational 

education and training is laudable. The 

Government of Kenya will ensure that under 

MTP2 9 technical training institutions will be 

established in nine different counties without 

such facilities hitherto. Quality insurance and 

accreditation should be improved, as well as 

central admission for government-sponsored 

students. This type of education will be 

critical for a country like Kenya targeting 

middle-income status in the medium-term.
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Operation protect the girl child 
through shelter
Mazeras Girls Memorial 
Secondary School Project: 
Construction of 80-Bed fully 
Equipped Dormitory and 
Septic Tank

This project was started in the aftermath of 

one of Kenya’s worst fires involving a school 

dormitory in which 26 female students 

perished. The school then called Bombolulu 

Girls Secondary School was closed down 

after the inferno which occurred on 25 March 

1988 and re-opened in 1999 under the name 

Mazeras Girls Memorial Secondary School. 

Initially started as a single-stream Harambee 

Community school in 1982 by the Methodist 

Church, this school in Kwale County was taken 

over by GoK in 1988 and since expanded to 

three streams with a population of 500 girls, 

with 20 teachers and 11 support staff.

The school is the only girls’ boarding school 

in Kinango district but due to limited facilities 

can only accommodate 250 girls out of 

the total 500 student population, the rest 

are accommodated in nearby shopping 

centres. This has led to high drop-out rates 

and early pregnancies not to mention the 

risk of contracting the dreaded HIV/AIDS. 

To bring on board the 250 day scholars, 

the school applied for financial assistance 

from the Community Development Trust 

Programme (CDTF) to construct a dormitory 

to provide accommodation for more girls. 

The EU provided a grant worth Ksh5.4 

million (€45,000) which was matched by 

Ksh600,000 (€5,000) from the community 

(in form of labour and materials).

With construction of an 80-bed capacity 

dormitory this EU funded project also 

purchased 40 double-decker beds and 40 

double compartment lockers and curtains 

for the dormitory. The project counts as one 

of its achievements the creation of a clean 

Construction 
of the inside of 
dormitory block 
in November 
2013

Construction of 
the dormitory 
block at the 
foundation 
stage in March 
2013
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environment for learning due to proper solid 

waste management and controlled soil erosion 

through water harvesting and tree planting.

A 10,000 litre underground water tank was 

built to increase the school’s water harvesting 

and storage capacity and 1,000 indigenous 

trees were planted. The school now boasts an 

innovative irrigation system for the school’s 

kitchen garden with a greenhouse including 

drip irrigation system. Students at the school 

can now enjoy improved health through 

access to clean water from rain harvesting and 

consumption of nutritious fresh vegetables 

from the kitchen garden.

Primary and Secondary 
Education in Poor Urban Areas

Despite the introduction of free primary 

education in January 2003, many children in 

poor areas are forced to learn in dilapidated 

and crowded classrooms, which puts them at a 

disadvantage compared to their counterparts 

in private schools. This is why the German 

Development Cooperation (through KfW 

Development Bank), together with the GoK, 

initiated a programme in 2005 that helps 

local communities in such areas within 

Kisumu, Mombasa, Nairobi and Nakuru to 

build, rehabilitate and expand their schools. 

The goal of the project is to contribute to 

the achievement of universal free primary 

and improved secondary education in poor 

urban areas of Kenya.

“We welcome this education focused 

urban development initiative by the 

German Government and the Kenyan 

Government represented by the 

Directorate of Urban Development of 

the Ministry of Lands, Housing and 

Urban Development that has helped to 

transform lives of children in poor urban 

areas.”

Arch. Mariamu el Maawy, Principal 

Secretary, Ministry of Lands, Housing 

and Urban Development

The programme also involves social 

components, which aim to raise awareness 

for issues such as school maintenance, 

HIV/AIDS and water, sanitation and health. 

Launch of 
Mazeras Girls 

memorial School 
domitory
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The project schools are designed as ‘fully 

functional schools’, comprising classrooms, 

libraries, administration buildings, sanitation 

and sports facilities. For many children, these 

schools thus represent areas of retreat in the 

middle of a disadvantaged environment.

By the time the €43 million project is 

completed, 28 schools will be newly built, 

rehabilitated or extended – creating 820 

adequate classrooms for 40,000 pupils. 

With its implementing partner, the Ministry 

of Lands, Housing and Urban Development, 

a ‘Maintenance and Repair Concept’ has been 

developed to ensure a sustainable operation 

in the future.

Phase III of the programme is currently 

being implemented and will bring secondary 

schools into the project as well as more 

geographical regions. In addition, the GoK 

will make available a counterpart contribution 

of the equivalent of €4 million to further 

promote the programme.

Safe Food-Safe Dairy Project

The main goal of this project was to improve 

the infrastructure and capability of the 

University of Nairobi to test aflatoxins in 

feeds and foodstuffs in accordance with 

international standards. In Kenya, aflatoxin 

testing from foodstuffs is not routinely 

conducted, although many recent survey 

studies indicate that significant levels of 

aflatoxins occur in feeds and farm products 

marketed in East African countries. In one 

study in Kenya, 55% of animal feed and 31% of 

milk samples exceeded the WHO/FAO limits 

set for aflatoxins.

In many tropical developing countries 

where good agricultural practices are not 

practised and control measures of aflatoxins 

in supply chains are not well established, 

aflatoxins exposure is common. In addition, 

the frequent occurrence of aflatoxins in 

marketed commodities and lack of adequate 

control pose a barrier to the growth of 
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Laboratory 
training session 

at Kabete 
Campus, 

University of 
Nairobi

global commercial markets for food and feed, 

including exports.

“These results are scaring and frightening, 

we are in real danger. How can we, the poor, 

at our own households, villages, mitigate 

these health risks?”

A concerned woman in Wote, Makueni 

County, when disseminating the results of 

the baseline survey

The three year project which ended in 

December 2013 was funded by Finland 

(€580,000). It attempted to tackle the 

aflatoxin problem in Kenya through a holistic 

strategy which linked applied research to 

building human capacity at the University 

of Nairobi for testing aflatoxins in foods and 

feeds. To this end, a reference laboratory 

was established at the University of Nairobi 

with adequate infrastructure and expertise 

for testing aflatoxins in feeds and foodstuffs. 

Training of 20 laboratory technical staff in 

standard analysis and screening of aflatoxin 

contamination in feeds and foodstuffs was 

done. The technicians were drawn from the 

partner institutions (University of Nairobi, 

Egerton University, Kenya Agricultural 

Research Institute, KARI) and 10 Masters of 

Science students. This increased the number 

of personnel with the expertise to carry out 

aflatoxin analysis.

The survey established baseline information 

on the occurrence of aflatoxins in feeds 

and foodstuffs at farm level in the areas 

under survey (Nandi and Makueni counties). 

It revealed a high prevalence of aflatoxin 

contamination in the feed-milk supply chain. 

The results of the survey were disseminated 

to over 200 policy makers in the two counties 

and to 74 villages where the study was 

conducted. Phase II of the project will seek 

solutions to the problem of high prevalence 

of aflatoxin contamination in the feed-milk 

supply chain.
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Trade and Investment Promotion

European Union Trade with Kenya
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The European Union (EU) is a single market - 

comprising 28 member States - of 500 million 

consumers. Kenya is East Africa’s regional hub 

thanks to good location, skilled labour force 

and vibrant business community. The EU is one 

of Kenya’s major trading partners. According 

to data from Eurostat published in January 

2013, trade with the EU represents 14.7% of 

Kenya’s overall trade (India is 16.4% and China 

is 12%).

Kenya’s exports to the EU – which are largely 

agricultural commodities - have risen steadily 

over the past 10 years by an average 

of 3% every year to a value of Ksh110 

billion as at the close of 2012. Kenya’s 

exports to the EU now account for 23% 

of all its exports to the world. EU exports 

to Kenya – consisting of machinery, 

chemicals and pharmaceutical products 

– stood at Ksh180 billion (€1.5 billion), 

accounting for 12% of Kenya’s imports. By 

comparison, imports from India were 21% 

and China 16%. However, Kenya’s exports 

to India and to China respectively are less 

than 1% of Kenya’s total exports.
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Exports to the EU Imports from the EU

Product
Value 
(Mio €)

Share (%) Product
Value 
(Mio €)

Share (%)

Agricultural 
products (WTO 
AoA)

1,039 84.2
Agricultural 
products (WTO 
AoA)

118 6.3

Fishery products 46 3.7 Fishery products 7 0.4

Industrial products 149 12.1 Industrial products 1,738 93.3

Total 1,233 100.0 Total 1,863 100.0
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Roads and live animals

Beverages and tobacco
0.10

0.50

0.10 0.20

1.20 0.30

51.80

38.00

3.00
4.80

Crude materials, inedible, 
except fuels

Mineral fuels, lubricants and 
related materials

Animal and vegetable oils, 
fats and waes

Chemical and related prod, n.e.s

Manufactured goods classified 
chiefly by material

Machinery and transport 
equipment

Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles

Commodities and 
transactions n.c.e

Total goods: EU Trade inflows by SITC section, annual data 2012
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Economic Partnership 
Agreements (EPAs)

FEPA and MAR
The current trade relations between Kenya and 
the European Union are based on the “interim” 
Framework Economic Partnership Agreement 
(FEPA) which was initialled by the member 
states of the East African Community (EAC) 
and the EU in November 2007. This Agreement 
is a stepping stone towards a comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement, for which 

negotiations are on-going.

The FEPA provides the EAC member states duty 
free, quota free access to the EU market as of 
1 January 2008. Indeed, the EU had previously 
adopted the Market Access Regulation (MAR) 
to allow ACP countries, who had/would 
initial iEPAs to continue to benefit from free 
access to the EU market, and thus prevent 
trade disruption. The MAR was intended as a 
special bridging solution between the EPAs 
and the previous Cotonou trade regime: a 
temporary measure until after full signature 

and ratification of “comprehensive” EPAs.

The FEPA is a World Trade Organisation (WTO) 

compliant agreement and hence is based on 

principle of reciprocity. The issue of “market 

access for goods” has been reciprocally 

agreed in the FEPA: While the EU opens its 

markets to EAC products in full from the 

start (apart from transitional periods for 

sugar and rice), the EAC liberalises 82.5% of 

current trade over a period of 25 years. In 

fact, already 65.4% of this trade is already 

entering into the EAC at zero duty given 

the EAC Common External Tariff is set at 

0% for raw materials and capital goods. 

Thus, effective liberalisation is on products 

that account for 17.2% of current total trade 

with the EU. Further, 15.2% of these products 

are intermediated products. The advantage 

in liberalisation of these products is that 

reduction in cost of obtaining intermediate 

products due to gradual phasing down of the 

current 10% tariff to zero, will enhance the 

agricultural and industrial competitiveness 

of the EAC countries.

Up to 17.2% of current EU import trade 

to Kenya (1400 tariff lines) is excluded 

from any liberalisation and hence these 

sensitive sectors will remain sheltered from 

EU competition. Among the products on 

sensitive list are: meat, fish, dairy, vegetables, 

fruits, cereals, coffee, tea, juices, jams, 

76

Total Goods: Top trading partners 2012



Partnership for Development

canned fruit and vegetables, ham, cheese, 

wines & spirits, chemicals, plastics, car parts, 

wood, textiles and clothing and footwear.

EPAs
At an EAC-EU EPA Ministerial meeting in 

June 2010, EAC Ministers informed the EU 

that they could not sign the iEPA initialled in 

2007 and that they preferred to negotiate a 

comprehensive EPA. Contrary to unilateral 

measures, EPAs offer a contractually secure 

and predictable trade regime: full market 

access (duty free quota free) to the EU for 

all products. EPAs however cover more than 

market access for goods; they embrace a 

much larger legal framework (comprehensive 

provisions on rules of origin, agriculture, 

development cooperation, customs 

cooperation and intellectual property).

For more than one year the negotiations were 

at a stalemate: the first Technical and Senior 

Official meeting took place in September 

2011 in Zanzibar. Zanzibar was an opportunity 

to take stock of the progress made and to 

establish a roadmap in order to prepare final 

steps towards conclusion.

Since then, various rounds of negotiations 

have taken place and substantial progress was 

achieved on different issues, i.e. Economic and 

Development Chapter and the Agricultural 

Chapter (except for “domestic support” and 

“export subsidies”), Rules of Origin Protocol. 

Two issues - Export taxes and Most Favoured 

Nation-clause (MFN) remain the trickiest in the 

negotiation process and will most probably 

have to be solved on political level.

The EAC has been determined to conclude a 

full EPA. However, the pace of negotiations 

is dependent on the on-going, far-reaching 

regional integration process in EAC. Since 

the Zanzibar meeting in 2011, the regular 

pace of negotiations has yielded substantial 

progress on all issues including the economic 

and development cooperation chapter which 

was completed. The last round at ministerial 

level held in Brussels in January 2014 left a few 

outstanding issues in agriculture, rules of origin, 

the export taxes, MFN (non-discrimination) 

clause and the non-execution (human rights) 

clause.

The few outstanding issues together with 

existing packages on the table foster optimism 

on the outcome of the next meeting at technical 

and senior level (at a date to be fixed) aimed at 

resolving all of them, thus paving the way for a 

conclusive ministerial agreement.

Time is of the essence. We must provide 

certainty and predictability to operators 

and to potential investors. It is time for ACP 

Governments - including Kenya - to decide 

about their future regime with the EU. 

Economically, ambiguity kills investment and in 

turn growth. Politically, negotiations cannot be 

sustained indefinitely, ten years after they were 

launched.

The East African Community 
(EAC)
East Africa is a geographically and economically 

homogeneous region committed to regional 

integration. The EAC consists of Burundi, 

Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda (all of which are 

Least Developed Countries or “LDCs”) and 

Kenya (which is a non-LDC).

The EAC established a Customs Union in 

2005 and full fledged union with zero internal 

tariffs as from 2010. The EAC in fast tracking 

its economic integration process has ratified 

since July 2010 a more far-reaching common 

market protocol and in November 2013, they 

signed a protocol on the monetary union. 

The integration agenda of the EAC is strongly 
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political in nature as its ultimate goal is to 

become a federation.

EU-EAC Trade in Goods
The value of total trade flows between the 

EAC and the EU (28) is about €5.8 billion, 

exports to the EU being dominated by a 

few products such as plants, flowers, coffee, 

vegetables, fish and tobacco. The EU mainly 

exports machinery, chemicals and vehicles to 

the EAC.

The European Investment Bank 
(EIB) support to the private sector 
in Kenya
The EIB is providing medium-term funding 

to Kenyan commercial banks and regulated 

microfinance institutions for on-lending to 

small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 

as well as micro enterprises. These firms are 

a key driver of economic growth, employing 

more than two-thirds of the labour force and 

accounting for over 40% of GDP. However, 

the potential of this sector is reined in by 

challenges that include access to appropriate 

finance. Kenyan banks have typically 

shown a preference for short-term lending, 

largely funded by deposits. This model has 

constrained medium to long-term lending 

which is needed for many investment projects. 

In addition, lending has tended to favour large 

public and private enterprises in urban areas. 

This is why the EIB has partnered with Kenyan 

banks and microfinance institutions to help 

address some of the funding challenges faced 

by these smaller firms.

SMEs are benefiting from the €155 million 

credit line facilities through the Private 

Enterprise Finance Facilities (PEFF) 

programme currently being implemented in 

Kenya through 10 commercial banks. Micro 

enterprises have benefited from €41 million 

provided through four financial intermediaries. 

SMEs and micro enterprises will also benefit 

from a €5 million technical assistance (TA) 

facility being provided by the EIB.
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Delegation of the European Union to the 
Republic of Kenya
Union House, Ragati Road
P. O. Box 45119-00100 Nairobi Kenya.
Tel: +254 20 2713020/1, 2712860, 2802000,
Fax: +254 20 2711954
Email: Delegation-Kenya@eeas.europa.eu
Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/

kenya/index_en.htm

European Investment Bank – the EU Bank
Regional Representation for East & Central 
Africa
Africa Re Centre, Hospital Road
P. O. Box 40193 Nairobi 00100
Tel: +254 20 273 52 60 or 61
Email: Nairobi@eib.org
Website: http://www.eib.org/projects/

regions/acp/index.htm

Austria
No. 357 Limuru Road, Nairobi
Tel.: 254-20-4060022-24
Fax: 254-20-4060025
E-mail: Nairobi-ob@bmeia.gv.at
Website: http://www.bmeia.gv.at/en/

embassy/nairobi.html

Belgium
Limuru Road Muthaïga
P.O. Box 30461-00100 Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: +254 20 712 20 11, 712 21 81, 712 21 66
Email: Nairobi@diplobel.fed.be

Website: http://diplomatie.belgium.be/kenya

Czech Republic
Milimani Road, Nairobi
Tel: 254-722 517161
Fax: 254-4348163
E-mail: nairobi@embassy.mzv.cz
Website: www.mzv.cz/static/145692-1-

MZV/en/index.html

Annex 1:
EU and Member States Contacts

Denmark
13 Runda DriveRunda
P.O. Box 40412-00100 Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel +254 20 4253000/2195096
Cell +254 722 517809Cell +254 733 
614250Fax +254 20 4253299
Email: nboamb@um.d

Website: http://kenya.um.dk

Finland
Eden Square, Block 3, 6th floor, Greenway Rd 
off Westlands Rd.
P.O. Box 30379-00100 Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel. +254 20 3750721-4
Fax: +254 20 3750714
E-mail:  sanomat.nai@formin.fi

Website: www.finland.or.ke

France
Barclays plaza building (9th floor), Loita 
Street.
P.O. Box 41784-00100 Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: +254202778000
Fax: +0254202778180
Email: ambafrance.nairobi@diplomatie.gouv.fr

Website: www.ambafrance-ke.org

Germany
113 Riverside Drive
P.O. Box 30180-00100 Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: +254 20 4262100, 2605601/602/619
Cell: +254 727 667474
Fax: +254 20 4262 129
Email: info@nairobi.diplo.de

Website: www.nairobi.diplo.de

Greece
International House,
Mama Ngina Street, Nairobi
Tel: 254-20-340722/44
Fax: 254-20-2216044
Email: gremb.nai@mfa.gr
Website: http://www.mfa.gr/missionsabroad/

en/kenya-en
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Hungary
Kabarsiran Avenue, Lavington, Nairobi
Tel: 54-738 905187/736 319078
E-mail: mission.nai@gov.hu

Website: www.mfa.gov.hu

Italy
International House, 9th floor, Mama Ngina 
Street
P.O. Box 30107-00100 Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: +254 20 2247750, 2247755, 2247696, 
343144
Fax: +254 20 2247086
Email: ambasciata.nairobi@esteri.it

Website: www.ambnairobi.esteri.i

Netherlands
Riverside Lane, off Riverside Drive
P.O. Box 41537 – 00100 Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: +254 20 4288000
Cell: +254 727 594727, 727 594767, 734 
152763, 734 086102
Email: NAI@minbuza.nl

Website: http://kenia.nlembassy.org/

Poland
58 Red Hill Rd, off Limuru Road, Nairobi
Tel: 254-20-7120019-21
Fax: 254-20-7120106
E-mail: Nairobi@secretary.msz.gov.pl

Website: www.nairobi.polemb.net

Romania
Eliud Mathu Street, Runda, Nairobi
Tel: 254-20-7120607, 7123109
Fax: 254-20-7122061
E-mail: secretariat@romanianembassy.
co.ke

Website:www.mae.ro

Slovak Republic
Milimani Road, Nairobi
Tel: 254-20-2721896
Fax: 254-20-2717291
E-mail: emb.nairobi@mzv.sk
Website:http://www.mzv.sk/App/
WCM/ZU/NairobiZU/main.nsf/vw_

ByID/index_EN

Spain
CBA Building, Upper Hill.
P.O. Box: 45503, Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: + 254 20 272 02 22
Fax: + 254 20 272 02 26
Email: emb.nairobi@maec.es
Website: http://www.exteriores.gob.es/

Embajadas/Nairobi/es/Paginas/inicio.aspx

Sweden
United Nations Crescent Gigiri
P.O. Box 30600-00100, Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: +254 20 4234000
Fax: +254 20 4234339
Email: ambassaden.nairobi@gov.se

Website: www.swedenabroad.com/nairobi

United Kingdom
Upper Hill Road, Nairobi
P.O. Box 30465-00100, Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: +254 20 287 3000/2844 000
Email: Nairobi.Enquiries@fco.gov.uk
Website: https://www.gov.uk/government/
world/organisations/british-high-

commission-nairobi
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Annex 2:
Key References

Photo Credits
Unless otherwise indicated, all photos belong to the European Union and EU Member 

States’ Projects.

Information for this edition of the Blue Book was provided by the EU, EU Member States and 

implementing partners. Other key references are listed below.

Publications
•	 Technical Assistance for Joint Programming for Kenya: Second Mission Report (2013).

•	 European Union and Kenya: Trade and Investment (2013).

•	 EIB’s Annual Report for ACP: http://www.eib.org/infocentre/publications/all/investment-

facility-annual-report-2012.htm

•	 Blue Book 2013: EU-Indonesia Development Cooperation 2012. Available at: http://eeas.

europa.eu/delegations/indonesia/documents/more_info/pub_2013_bb_en.pdf

Websites
•	 Delegation of the European Union to Kenya: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/kenya/

index_en.htm

•	 European Investment Bank: http://www.eib.org/projects/regions/acp/index.htm

•	 The Positive Deviance (PD) Initiative: http://www.positivedeviance.org/

•	 Output-Based Approach (OBA) – Reproductive Health (RH) Programme: http://obakenya.

org/

•	 Water Services Trust Fund: http://wstf.go.ke/

•	 Amkeni Wakenya: www.amkeniwakenya.org

•	 Safe Food-Safe Dairy Project: http://safefood.uonbi.ac.ke

•	 International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology: http://www.icipe.org/

•	 Coffee Research Foundation: http://www.crf.co.ke/

•	 Kenya WASH project: http://www.plan-eu.org/2013/10/kenya-wash-project-women-girls-

benefiting/

•	 Hunger Safety Net Programme (HSNP): http://www.hsnp.or.ke/

•	 Denmark’s Health Sector Programme Support III: http://kenya.um.dk/en/danida-en/health/

health-sector-programme-support-phase-iii/

•	 The Kenya Governance Support Programme (KGSP):  http://kenya.um.dk/en/danida-en/

governance/

•	 Mushroom Blue - Turning Waste into Food: http://www.mushroomblue.co.ke/

•	 The Kenya Rural Development Programme: http://www.dmikenya.or.ke/ and www.krdp.org
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Delegation of the European Union to Kenya

Union House, Ragati Road, Upper Hill
P. O. Box 45119 - 00100, Nairobi
Tel: + 254 20 2802000
Fax: +254 20 2711954
E-mail: delegation-kenya-hoc@eeas.europa.eu
Web: http://eeas.europa.eu/kenya/index_en.htm


